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1. The British colonialists who had come initially as
merchants and traders, taking advantage of the hos-
tilities and wars among the feudal states and also
among rival claimants in the same state, began
annexing and occupying our territories by employing
military force, and within a hundred years, reduced
India into their colony. They destroyed new produc-
tive forces developing within the womb of Indian feu-
dal society, created comprador bourgeois class and
a new feudal landlord class to serve as their social
basis and an intelligentsia to serve their interests.
Colonial economy, politics, education and culture
was superimposed over feudal India.

2. Since the beginning of colonial rule, Indian people
ceaselessly struggled against imperialism and feudal-
ism. Innumerable peasant uprisings and revolts of
tribals like Santhals, Mundas and Bhils delivered
staggering blows at imperialism. The first war of
Indian independence in 1857 turned into a country-
wide conflagration inflicting many humiliating defeats
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and shaking the very foundation of colonial rule. But
these uprisings of the Indian people against imperial-
ism and its feudal props  failed to achieve freedom as
there was no scientific theory and no revolutionary
leadersip capable of uniting the entire Indian people
and leading them to victory. However, these struggles
did not go in vain, on the contrary they steeled and
tempered the Indian people and equipped them with
valuable experience. Even later in 20th century the
Gadar party, revolutionary groups led by Bhagat
Singh and Azad, Chittagong Armoury seizure, the
struggle of peasants led by Alluri Seetharamaraju, are
examples of how revolutionary and patriotic middle
class intellectuals and youth fought to end colonial
rule.

3. The new class of the proletariat emerged on the
political scene as did the native bourgeoisie. A sec-
tion of the native bourgeoisie was encouraged and
supported by British imperialism to become big
bourgeoisie which is comprador in nature. The mass
political actions of the proletariat imparted new ori-
entation to the national liberation struggle, created
panic in British rulers and prompted their social
props  big bourgeoisie and big feudal landlords to
intervene and assume leadership of the national
movement. After First World War, the po-litical repre-
sentatives of these classes consolidated themselves
in Gandhian leadership of Congress, a body set up
with British patronage. The Gandhian leadership of
the Indian National Congress, displayed on the one
hand formal opposition to imperialist rule in order to
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bring the Indian people under its fold and utilize this
for seeking concessions from British imperialists, on
the other through its methods of 'Ahimsa',
'Satyagraha' and 'passive resistance' directed the
national movement from the path of revolution to the
path of compromise and surrender. A section of
comprador big bourgeois and big landlord classes,
having broken off from the Congress, consolidated
in the Muslim League.

4. With the victorious Great October Socialist
Revolution, the Indian Revolution became a part of
World Socialist Revolution. It brought the science of
Marxism-Leninism to India and Communist Party of
India was born introducing a new element in the
Indian Revolution. However, despite tremendous
opportunities, the leadership of the working class
could not be established over the national liberation
movement as the party leadership failed to rely upon
and draw the peasant masses into anti-British strug-
gles in India and refused to build the People's
Liberation Army. The party leadership trailed behind
pro-imperialist Congress and Muslim League lead-
ership and caused immense damage to the cause of
Indian Revolution and people. Notwithstanding this,
the party ranks firmly stood with the suffering peo-
ple, led innumerable class battles and made untold
sacrifices for the cause of Indian people and Indian
proletariat.

5. The smashing defeat of the fascist powers at the
hands of the world people led by the Soviet Union
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under the leadership of Com. Stalin and the world
shaking victorious advance of the Great Chinese
Revolution under the leadership of Com. Mao
Zedong brought a new alignment of forces the world
over. Imperialism and reaction were immensely
weakened and the struggle of the world people
against imperialism and its lackeys registered a
mighty advance. Particularly the National Liberation
struggles of the colonial people surged forward with
torrential force throughout Asia, Africa, Latin
America. It became impossible for the weakened
British imperialism to maintain its old Empire.

6. An unprecedented revolutionary situation overtook
India too. The movement for the release of Azad
Hind Fauj (INA) prisoners, powerful anti-imperialist
demonstrations by students and people all over
India, the Great Tebhaga and Bakast struggles, the
anti-feudal struggles in the princely states, the pow-
erful strike of Post and Telegraph workers, and the
armed revolt of RIN ratings along with rebellions in
the Air Force and the Army and the police revolt in
several places, the waves of strikes and solidarity
movement of the working class and the beginning of
the Historic Telangana Peasants' Armed struggle led
by the Communists, besieged British imperialism
and its lackeys from all sides, thus threatening the
very existence of their colonial rule.

7. The National Congress and the Muslim League who
represented the comprador big bourgeoisie and the
big landlords were also frightened at the tremen-
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dous sweep of the national liberation struggle. They
were also afraid that the Indian people led by the
working class could take to the path of Chinese rev-
olution and the fate of imperialism and feudalism
would be doomed in India. Therefore, both British
imperialism and the big bourgeois and big landlord
classes entered into a conspiracy and compromise
to disrupt and smash the national liberation struggle.
The country was partitioned amidst communal car-
nage resulting in mutual slaughter of lakhs of people
and disruption of anti-imperialist unity of the people
because of the counter-revolutionary efforts of the
leadership of Congress and Muslim League. The
leadership of the CPI trailed behind the leadership of
the National Congress and the Muslim League and
damaged the cause of the Indian people.

8. British imperialism transferred power to the Indian
National Congress representing the comprador big
bourgeoisie and big landlords. The independence
declared on August 15, 1947 was a formal inde-
pendence. Subsequent developments prove that it
changed the colonial and semi-feudal character of
the society into a semi-colonial and semi-feudal one,
while retaining the old bureaucratic state apparatus.

9. During the past years, the reactionary state not only
preserved and allowed to expand the exploitation of
British monopoly capital, it facilitated the monstrous
growth of US monopoly capital while also opening
the gates to exploitation by Japan, West Germany,
France and other imperialist powers. With the
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restoration of capitalism in the Soviet Union and its
degeneration into social-imperialism, it too joined in
the exploitation and plunder of our country. The phe-
nomenal increase in the total quantum of foreign
imperialist capital, the heavy remittances of profits
abroad, thousands of collaborationist enterprises,
total dependence on imperialist 'aid', 'grants' and
'loans' for capital goods, technical know-how, mili-
tary supplies and armament industries, even for
markets, and unequal treaties etc., made Soviet
social-imperialism and US imperialism the overlords
of our country. Our country, too, became an arena of
contention between the two superpowers because
of its vast manpower and rich resources and they
sought to dominate the economy, politics, culture
and armed forces of our country. The growing eco-
nomic crisis in the country, the growing peoples'
struggles, the growing contradictions and conflicts
between various section of the ruling classes and
the bitter rivalry between the imperialist powers for
domination over India have resulted in divisions in
the ruling classes who are engaged in a ceaseless
struggle for power. India today is a semi-colony
where several imperialist powers contend.

10. In our country, the state is in the hands of comprador
big bourgeoisie and big landlords and it serves the
interests of imperialism, comprador bureaucrat cap-
italism and feudalism. While preserving and perpet-
uating semi-feudal relations, the Indian ruling class-
es facilitate the exploitation by imperialist countries
and suppress the interests of the working class,
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peasantry, urban petty bourgeoisie and national
bourgeoisie. Our country and the people are groan-
ing under the heavy weight of three big mountains,
namely imperialism, feudalism and com-prador
bureaucrat capitalism - the three main enemies of
Indian Revolution.

11. The reactionary economic and political policies pur-
sued by the ruling classes have gone to fill the cof-
fers of a handful of comprador bureaucrat capitalists
and big landlords who have amassed enormous
wealth by unscrupulously utilizing the state machin-
ery besides intensifying exploitation of our country
by imperialists. This has immensely aggravated the
crisis in our economy. The prices of consumer goods
are soaring beyond the reach of the common man,
inflation is increasing, the industry and trade of the
national bourgeoisie are going bankrupt, the arti-
sans and their handicrafts are facing extinction, the
living conditions of the working class, peasants, gov-
ernment employees, teachers and other sections of
the petty-bourgeoisie are rapidly deteriorating, mil-
lions go hungry, naked and homeless. Mounting
unemployment has reduced tens of million into mere
paupers.

12. The reactionary ruling classes wield two weapons to
maintain their dictatorial rule over the people--sav-
age repression and political deception. The just
struggles of the workers, peasants, students, teach-
ers, government employees and other sections of
the petty-bourgeoisie are suppressed with iron
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hand. Police firings, encounter killings, and deaths
in lockups have become the order of the day. The
government has armed itself with draconian laws
and has greatly extended and perfected its repres-
sive machinery in order to crush by force the rising
movement of the people. Liberation struggles of the
nationalities have been cruelly suppressed. The
communist revolution-aries including our party -
C.P.I. (M-L), have been the main target of the
attacks of the reactionary regime and thousands of
cadres and leaders of the movement have been
physically liquidated. Revolutionary people have
been butchered by the Army, CRPF, BSF and the
police. Thousands of them have been locked up in
prison in inhuman conditions. Several areas are
notified as disturbed areas and armed police camps
have been set up to suppress the democratic strug-
gles of the people. Owing to massive abuse of the
state machinery, the colossal expenses, and
employing of gangsters by the parties of the ruling
classes, the elections are reduced to mockery. The
fundamental rights trumpeted by the ruling classes
are not really enjoyed by the broad masses of the
people in actual life and have been only formal.

13. In order to hide their dictatorial rule from the broad
masses of the people, the reactionary ruling classes
use the veil of parliamentary democracy. The revi-
sionists and the neo-revisionists who are in essence
loyal lackeys of reactionary ruling classes embellish
the so-called parliamentary democracy as an instru-
ment of people's will and advocate the 'peaceful'
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parliamentary path of socialism. They characterize
their treachery as the 'Indian Road to Socialism'.
The advocacy of non-class politics and socialism is
a bourgeois trickery to distract the broad masses of
the people from the path of revolutionary struggle.
The Indian people cannot achieve their liberation
through parliamentary democracy, but they can
achieve it only through protracted peoples' war
under the leadership of the working class.

14. In the name of bringing about national integration,
the ruling classes have been suppressing the gen-
uine rights of all the nationalities and national and
religious minorities. They are denying the right of
self-determination to nationalities like Naga, Mizo
and Kashmiri. Equal status to all languages is being
denied and Hindi is sought to be imposed on the
non-Hindi people without their consent as an all-
Union language. The cultures and languages of the
tribal people are being suppressed. Muslims have
been particularly singled out for harsh treatment by
the ruling classes, which pretend to be secular. Their
patriotism is doubted. They are treated as second
class citizens and are discriminated against in many
spheres of government and private services. They
are often subjected to riots and are compelled to live
under the constant shadow of repression and
reprisals. The policies of the ruling classes lead not
to national integration, not to unity among the peo-
ple of various nationalities but to disintegration and
disunity. *People with distinct identities inhabiting
hilly and forest regions and even plains are being
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kept backward and their distinct identities are being
suppressed. Attempts are being made to absorb
them into other nationalities to prevent them from
developing into separate nationalities. Their demo-
cratic demands for separate states are being denied
and movements for these are suppressed.

15. The comprador Indian rulers have continued with
the policy of British imperialists of deepening com-
munal division to blunt the edge of the peoples'
struggles. They foment communal trouble, instigate
communal riots and mobilise the people on commu-
nal lines to divert the attention of the people from
their misrule, to suppress peoples' movements, and
to arm themselves with draconian powers. Both
majority and minority communalisms are harmful for
the development of class struggle and people's
movement. 

16. The youth and students of our country have no
opportunity to grow into useful citizens to play their
full part in building a free and powerful new demo-
cratic India. Women in India constitute almost half of
its population. While they suffer all the exploitation
and oppression to which the broad masses of the
people are subjected, they are victims of special dis-
abilities and discriminations. The semi-colonial and
semi-feudal setup coupled with obscurantist and
feudal culture and values make their life suffocating,
miserable and hellish. They are denied equal status
with men and are paid far less wages than the male
workers for the same work. Millions of women are
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denied the right to receive education and made to
suffer in silence the agonies in a male dominated
semi-feudal society, including the medieval parda
and the evil of dowry system, prevalence of child
marriage, sati, sex determination for female foeticide
and denial of remarriage of widows adds melan-
choly to the already degraded life of the Indian
women. The oppression arising out of feudal values
causes higher rate of mortality among girls than
among boys. They are excluded from the main-
stream of social and political life.

17. Due to worsening living conditions of the people of
our country under semi-colonial and semi-feudal
exploitation many of our countrymen are compelled
to go abroad in search of better living conditions.
These overseas Indians are subjected to humiliating
experiences of racism, discrimination and oppres-
sive laws. Indian Government takes no steps to pro-
tect their rights.

*18. Our country is a backward agricultural country
where the peasant masses constitute about 70%
of its population. They are living in conditions of
semi-starvation and extreme pauperization. In
India's semi-feudal economy about three fourth of
land is concentrated in the hands of nearly one
fifth landlords (former rajas and landlords) and rich
peasants, while the land starved peasantry, consti-
tuting about 80% of the rural population own only
one fourth of the land. Over 50% of the rural pop-
ulation have no land at all or very little land. The
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landless and poor peasants have to turn over 50%
and more of their annual harvest to the landlords.
The extortionate usurious capital continues to
fleece the peasantry while indebtedness of the
peasantry to moneylenders, banks, cooperatives
etc. is increasing. Eviction of the peasant from the
land he tills is an everyday phenomenon. Of the
different sections of peasantry, we should base
ourselves on landless and poor peasants and agri-
cultural labourers, we should unite with middle
peasants as stable allies and we should try to win
over rich peasants in anti-feudal and anti-govern-
ment struggles though they are vacillating allies.

19. Due to the continuing semi-feudal nature of the
economy, our people remain afflicted with
casteism and caste oppression, which in essence
is class oppression. This has particularly resulted
in subhuman living conditions and extreme degra-
dation for vast millions of our population. With
active support of the reactionary state, social
oppression of scheduled castes and scheduled
tribes, including lynching and burning alive by
tyrant feudal landlords, reminiscent of the middle
ages, is continuing unabated. In the name of
removing caste oppression, the Indian ruling
classes have indeed been promoting it to serve
their own interests and keep the people divided.

*20. In the context of growing peasant struggles in the
country, to hoodwink the peasant masses, the rul-
ing classes conceived and implemented land
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reforms in a way that served comprador big bour-
geoisie and big landlords as well as imperialists.
These land reforms, though they abolished multi-
ple layers of intermediaries, did not deliver "land to
the tiller" which has continued to be concentrated
in the hands of landlords. To increase the penetra-
tion and exploitation of imperialist and comprador
capital and under their patronage, capitalist meth-
ods of agriculture have been promoted through
loans and various schemes and used in some
areas of different states without changing semi-
feudal land relations which continue to dominate
with some modifications of form. Though
advanced means of agriculture are spread consid-
erably, their use has become significant in some
areas while in most parts agriculture continues to
be carried on by backward means. In these areas
of use of capitalist methods, imperialist capital in
alliance with comprador capital and landlords', is
penetrating deeper and also trying to change the
pattern of crops. These changes only seek to
serve and perpetuate semi-colonial and semi-feu-
dal socio-economic setup of the country. These
relations doom the overwhelming majority of peas-
ants to the worst type of expropriation and
bondage. In increasing numbers they are being
dispossessed of land raising the number of land-
less peasants and agricultural labourers who con-
stitute the bulk of peasant masses. On the other
hand, a handful of landlords and a section of rich
peasants prosper at the cost of peasant masses.
In the recent drive of imperialists to further their
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penetration and stranglehold in all sectors of econ-
omy including agriculture, large tracts of agricultur-
al land are being given to Multinational
Corporations. Area under cultivation of food crops
is diminishing and the land problem is becoming
ever more acute.

21. The much trumpeted 'public' sector has been built
up by many imperialist exploiters for employing
their capital and for exploiting the cheap labour
power and materials of our country and for captur-
ing the commanding heights of our economy. The
'public' sector is nothing but a clever device to
hoodwink the Indian people and continue their
plunder. It is state capitalism dependent on imperi-
alism and serving the interests of private sector
too.

22. The industrial workers are subjected to inhuman
exploitation and they live in most unhygienic con-
ditions. The much publicized 'welfare' measures
only remain on paper while the Damocles sword of
unemployment continuously hangs over their
heads.

23. In the sphere of foreign policy, the reactionary rul-
ing classes are closely aligned with the camp of
reaction and counter-revolution on the world scale.
Their claim to pursue a foreign policy based on
genuine independence, non-alignment and peace
is a big hoax. Our country's foreign policy has
been tailored essentially to serve the global inter-
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ests of one or the other imperialist power depend-
ing upon one or the other section of the ruling
classes being in the Government power at the
centre. Subservience towards the imperialist pow-
ers and expansionism towards neighbouring coun-
tries of the third world have been the cornerstone
of the foreign policy of India's reactionary ruling
classes. In their bid for expansionism they have
launched wars of aggression against China and
Pakistan more than once at the instigation and
with support of the Soviet Union. They have
annexed Sikkim and continue to interfere in the
internal affairs of the neighbouring countries and
continue to organize subversion there with the
result that our people have become suspects in
the eyes of the people of Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh and Pakistan. The constant attempt of
India's reactionary ruling classes to turn the small-
er neighbouring countries into their own vassal
states leaves no room for doubt that the sover-
eignty and territorial integrity of these countries are
in perpetual danger from Indian expansionism.

24. Instead of pursuing a foreign policy of strengthen-
ing and developing close friendly relations with the
countries of the third world, particularly with the
neighbouring countries, the ruling classes have
always sought to weaken, divide and oppose the
growing unity among the third world countries in
their struggle against colonialism, neo-colonialism
and imperialism.
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25. India is a vast semi-colonial and semi-feudal coun-
try where over 80% of the population resides in the
villages. They are subjected to semi-feudal
oppression and exploitation. Feudalism is an ally
and social basis of imperialism. The problem of
emancipation of the peasant becomes the key
problem of Indian Revolution. 

26. Therefore, out of all the contradictions existing in
our country i.e. the contradictions between imperi-
alism and the nation, between feudalism and the
broad masses of the people, between bourgeoisie
and proletariat and between different sections of
the ruling classes, two contradictions are basic.
They are the contradiction between imperialism
and the nation and the contradiction between feu-
dalism and the broad masses of the people. These
two basic contradictions decisively influence the
course of Indian Revolution. The way these two
basic contradictions express themselves in the
period of semi-colonial and semi-feudal society
makes the contradiction between the alliance of
imperialism, feudalism and comprador bureaucrat
capitalism on the one hand and the broad masses
of the Indian people on the other, the principal con-
tradiction and agrarian revolution--the main con-
tent of the new democratic revolution. 

27. Throughout the period of New Democratic revolu-
tion, imperialism dominates the economic, political
and military affairs of our country. The principal
contradiction will change, when our country is sub-

18CPI (ML) New Democracy



jected to foreign imperialist aggression or when
our country is converted into a neo-colony of /any
one of the imperialist powers into one of the nation
versus imperialism. Establishment of fascism in
the country also affects the principal contradiction.

28. Therefore the basic task of the Indian revolution is
to eliminate imperialism, feudalism and com-
prador-bureaucratic capitalism. Our country is in
the stage of People's Democratic Revolution i.e.
New Democratic Revolution, the essence of which
is agrarian revolution. It is however not the old type
of democratic revolution as it forms a part of world
proletarian revolution. It can be successfully led by
the working class alone as the working class is the
most consistent revolutionary class.

29. The main force of the democratic revolution led by
the working class is the peasantry. The working
class fully relies on the landless and poor peas-
ants, firmly unites with the middle peasants and
even wins over a section of rich peasants while
neutralizing the remaining. It will only be a tiny sec-
tion of the rich peasants that finally joins the ene-
mies of the revolution. The urban petty-bour-
geoisie and revolutionary intellectuals of our coun-
try are revolutionary forces and are reliable allies
in our revolution. The national bourgeoisie, though
vacillating, is an ally of the people's democratic
revolution, though a minority section may desert to
the counter-revolution.
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30. The working class will exercise its leadership over
the people's democratic revolution through its
political party and by direct participation in revolu-
tionary struggle. The working class, while fighting
class battles on economic demands and political
issues of national and international importance,
will act as the inspirer and leader of other revolu-
tionary classes by launching solidarity mass
actions in support of their struggles, chiefly in the
struggles of the peasantry. The working class will
send its vanguard section to organize and lead the
peasant struggles and will coordinate its efforts
with revolutionary armed struggles for first liberat-
ing the countryside and finally capturing cities.

31. In order to carry the people's democratic revolution
through to the end, it is necessary that a people's
democratic front of all revolutionary classes be
built up with worker-peasant alliance as its core
under the leadership of the working class. The
democratic front is forged in the course of revolu-
tionary struggles as a process from the very begin-
ning of the revolution.

32. The path of the Indian revolution will be essential-
ly the Chinese path and in order to defeat the ene-
mies of Indian revolution and achieve victory, the
revolutionary people must forge three weapons as
they are of paramount importance. These three
weapons are as follows:
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1. A party armed with Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought.

2. A People's Army under the leadership of the Party.

3. A United Front of all the revolutionary classes,
organizations and individuals with worker-peasant
alliance as its core under the leadership of the pro-
letariat.

33. The people's democratic revolution under the
leadership of the working class will establish a
democratic dictatorship of the working class, the
peasantry, the urban petty bourgeoisie and the
national bourgeoisie under the leadership of the
working class. It is these classes which constitute
the overwhelming majority of the Indian people. It
will establish a people's democratic state, guaran-
teeing democracy for over 90% of the people and
enforcing dictatorship over a handful of enemies of
the people. That is why it is people's democracy.

34. The Indian Revolution, taken as a whole, passes
through two distinct stages of historical develop-
ment, i.e. the peoples' democratic and the social-
ist revolution. As soon as the first stage of people's
democratic revolution is completed the Indian rev-
olution will, without pause, pass over to the social-
ist revolution. How rapidly the socialist revolution
will be completed will depend on the degree of our
strength, the strength of the conscious and organ-
ized proletariat, the unity and organization of the
Indian toilers under the hegemony of the proletari-
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at and on the strength of the world socialist move-
ment. The party stands for uninterrupted revolu-
tion. Our country can advance to the stage of
building a socialist society only by completing the
people's democratic revolution first. The ultimate
goal of the party is the establishment of socialist
society first and then a Communist society, i.e.
stateless, classless society without exploitation
and without wars.

35. The people's democratic state will carry out the fol-
lowing tasks: 

i. Confiscation of all imperialist capital, imperialist
banks and enterprises and liquidation of all
imperialist debts.

ii. Confiscation of all industries, banks and other
assets of the comprador-bureaucrat capitalists.

iii. Confiscation of land belonging to the landlords
and their redistribution gratis among the land-
less and poor peasants on the principle of "land
to the tiller". Cancellation of debts of the peas-
antry and other toiling people. Guarantee of all
facilities for the development of agriculture and
extension of amenities to rural areas removing
their present backwardness.

iv. Guarantee sovereignty to the people, i.e. con-
centration of the supreme political power in the
hands of the people.
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v. Guarantee universal, equal and direct suffrage
for all citizens attaining the age of 18 years
except the counter revolutionaries deprived of
the right of franchise.

vi. Freedom of conscience, of speech and press,
of assembly and of association to the people.

vii. People's political power, including judiciary at
all levels, to be exercised through the elected
bodies, with right of recall to the people.

viii. Maximum eight hours working day, increase in
wages, improvement in the living conditions of
working class, proper safety measures at
place of work and better working conditions,
implementation of equal pay for equal work. All
reactionary laws restricting their rights to be
scrapped. Implementation of need based min-
imum wage.

ix. Enforce better living conditions for all the peo-
ple and remove unemployment.

x. Right to job, education and health for all.
Concrete measures for the welfare of the aged,
children, orphans and physically handicapped.

xi. Abolition of communalism and all discrimination
against religious minorities. Abolition of
casteism, caste oppression and all forms of
social oppression; equal right to all citizens irre-
spective of sex, creed, religion, caste, region or
nationality. 
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xii. Separation of religion and state. State will not
interfere in religious faith.

xiii. Special provision for scheduled castes, sched-
uled tribes and other backward sections so as
to remove their present backwardness and
abolish cultural oppression of the tribal people.

xiv. Equal rights to women in property and equal
opportunities to them in all walks of life.
Implementation of equal work for equal pay to
women. Opportunities will be given to women
to free them from patriarchal domination of
men and all social evils. Paid leave and free
medical aid for women 3 months before and 3
months after child birth.

xv. Protection of Industry and trade of national
bourgeoisie, under the guidance of the
People's Democratic State.

xvi. Abolition of all exorbitant taxes and miscella-
neous assessments and enforcement of a
consolidated progressive tax system.

xvii. Abolition of the present educational system
and institutions and institution of a new dem-
ocratic and scientific educational system and
guarantee of free education to all. The right of
the population to have education in their
mother tongue.

xviii. Promote research and development in the
field of Science and Technology.
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xix. Eradication of semi-colonial, semi-feudal cul-
ture and development of a democratic peo-
ple's culture.

xx.  Guarantee equality to all nationalities in India
and recognition of the right of self-determina-
tion to all nationalities including the right to
secede and autonomy to nationalities.

*xxi. Formation of states and autonomy to contigu-
ous backward regions where people having
distinct identity constitute substantial part of
the population. 

xxii. All the languages will be given equal status
and will be encouraged to attain the utmost
development. Protection and encouragement
will be given to the development of the lan-
guages and culture of tribal people. The ques-
tion of link language will be solved in a demo-
cratic manner keeping in view the unity of
people of various nationalities.

xxiii. Complete severance of relations with British
Common wealth. Abrogation of all anti-peo-
ple, anti-national and unequal treaties and
pacts concluded by the reactionary ruling
classes with imperialism and other states.
Abrogation of unequal treaties imposed by
expansionist Indian ruling classes on neigh-
bouring countries e.g. Indo-Nepal Treaty,
Indo-Bangladesh Treaty. Strive for world
peace and disarmament.

25CPI (ML) New Democracy



xxiv. Forging friendly relations with socialist states
on the basis of equality, fraternity and mutual
support consistent with the principles of
Marxism-Leninism and proletarian interna-
tionalism.

xxv. Establishing normal relations with all states of
different social systems on the basis of:

a. Respect for the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of states.

b. Non-aggression.

c. Non-interference in the internal affairs of other
countries.

d. Equality and mutual benefit.

e. Peaceful Coexistence.   

xxvi. Forging unity and solidarity with all the peo-
ples struggling for national liberation and
emancipation throughout the world.

xxvii. Strengthen and democratize the people's
armed forces and national defence, an army
that will not be a mercenary burden on the
people but shall take part in serving the peo-
ple in productive labour.

36. The C.P.I. (M-L) is placing this programme of peo-
ple's democratic revolution before the Indian peo-
ple and dedicates itself to serve this great revolu-
tionary cause.
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37. The C.P.I. (M-L) is the advanced detachment of
the Indian proletariat and is the political core lead-
ing the Indian people's revolution. The Party is at
the same time a contingent of the world army of
proletariat.

38. The C.P.I. (M-L) upholds Marxism-Leninism- Mao
Zedong Thought as a guide to the concrete prac-
tice of Indian revolution. The C.P.I. (M-L) adopts
the standpoint of dialectical materialism in study-
ing and solving all the problems of Indian revolu-
tion and rejects dogmatism and other alien meth-
ods of study and investigation. Our party will
assimilate the rich experience of the past and
present revolutionary struggles of the Indian peo-
ple and creatively apply them in accordance with
the need of Indian revolution. The party will firmly
adhere to the basic principles of initiative and self-
reliance.

39. The Party is confident that unshakable unity of our
people with the world proletariat and the
oppressed people and nations of the world would
not only bring complete victory to the Indian revo-
lution but would at the same time hasten the total
collapse of imperialism and reaction and would
accelerate the worldwide victory of socialism. The
party is confident that the day of victory is certain.

CPI (ML) New Democracy Special Congress
September 9, 2014
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NOTE: 1980 Programme was amended in 92 and
amendments were  incorporated in 1996 and the
same was adopted as it was in 2004 Party
Congress and in Special Congress of  CPI(ML)
New Democracy held on September 9, 2014. 

*Amendments passed in All India Party Congress,

August, 1996.
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Path of People's War in India - Our Tasks!

Adopted in All India Central Plenum of 

CPI (ML) in 1981

CHAPTER - I: Basic Aim

The Programme of our Party has declared that
India is a vast "semi-colonial and semi-feudal country",
with about 80 percent of our population residing in our
villages. It is ruled by the big-bourgeois big landlord
classes, subservient to imperialism. The contradiction
between the alliance of imperialism, feudalism and com-
prador-bureaucrat- capitalism on the one hand and the
broad masses of the people on the other is the principal
contradiction in our country.

Only a successful People's Democratic Revolution
i.e. New Democratic Revolution and the establishment
of People's Democratic Dictatorship of the workers,
peasants, the middle classes and national bourgeoisie
under the leadership of the working class can lead to the
liberation of our people from all exploitation and the dic-
tatorship of the reactionary ruling classes and pave the
way for building Socialism and Communism in our coun-
try--the ultimate aim of our Party.

People's War based on Armed Agrarian Revolution
is the only path for achieving people's democracy i.e.
new democracy, in our country.
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CHAPTER - II

Rejection   of   Parliamentary   Path   
and Individual Terrorism

The C.P.I. (M-L), based on Marxism-Leninism-Mao
Zedong Thought, totally rejects the path of parliamentar-
ianism, peddled by the revisionists and neo-revisionists
of all hues and colours. Experiences of all countries in
the world have proved that the ruling classes, having
complete grip over the economic, political and cultural
levels of the people, will never allow the exploited and
oppressed people to come to power through peaceful
means. They always use various kinds of fascist repres-
sion to suppress the just struggles of the people. They
use bourgeois parliamentary democracy as a cover to
deceive the people, disrupt and destroy the just strug-
gles of the people through bloody repression. The peo-
ple are invariably forced to defend themselves against
bloody repression and overthrow the dictatorship of the
reactionary classes through revolutionary violence. This
is the law of world history.

The experience of the Indian people's struggles for
emancipation is no exception to this general law of world
history. The Indian reactionary ruling classes have
always used and are using fascist repression even
under the guise of parliamentary democracy. They do
not tolerate even the mildest opposition of the people to
their anti-national and anti-people policies, particularly
when their crisis is acute.
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Resort to Section 144, banning of public meetings,
curfews, arrests, police camps, torture and killing of
people, particularly the Communist Revolutionaries, tear
gassing, lathi charges, shootings, Disturbed Areas Act,
detention without trial etc. have become the common
methods of repression used by the ruling classes to
suppress the just struggles of the people. Deception
through false promises and bloody repression are two
methods of ruling classes to suppress the rising tide of
the people's struggles. The Fundamental Rights trum-
peted by the ruling classes are not really enjoyed by the
broad masses of the people in actual life.

Utilization of participation in elections by the
Communist Revolutionaries, as and when the situation
demands, depending on the level of the people's move-
ment and the consciousness of the people, has nothing
to do with the path of parliamentarianism. Its aim should
always be to dispel the illusions of the people on the
parliamentary institutions and prepare them for Armed
Struggle.

Rejection of Individual Terrorism

The C.P.I. (M-L) totally rejects the so called path of indi-
vidual annihilation of class enemies, which is nothing
but individual terrorism. Our struggle is against the
semi-colonial and semi-feudal system, and not against
individual class enemies. The system of class exploita-
tion can only be destroyed by the revolutionary struggle
of the masses. Individual terrorism or the 'annihilation of
class enemies' reduces the people to the status of spec-
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tators. It allows the revolutionary movement to become
easy victim to the repression of the reactionary classes
to easily destroy it. People and the people alone are the
motive forces of history. Thus revisionism and individual
terrorism both help the reactionary classes to easily
destroy the revolutionary struggle of the people. Both
are the enemies of Indian revolution.

CHAPTER - III

People's War is Our Path

The Communist Revolutionaries in India should
deeply study the experience of the Great October
Revolution of 1917 in Russia under the leadership of
Lenin and Stalin and the experience of the Great
Chinese Revolution under the leadership of Comrade
Mao. They should also study the experiences of the rev-
olutionary struggles of the various countries in the world,
particularly those of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin
America.

The revolutionary experience of other countries
should be concretely applied to the concrete conditions
of revolution in our country and thus work out policies
and tactics suited to our own conditions. Mechanical
application of the experience of other countries will harm
our revolution.

After deep study of the experiences of people's
struggles in our own country, the C.P.I. (M-L) is firm in its
opinion that our road to revolution in its essentials, in the
present phase of struggle against imperialism and feu-
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dalism, will follow the Path of Protracted People's War--
the Path of Chinese Revolution.

The Path of people's war means building the
People's Army, creation of Liberated or Base areas in
the countryside, liberating the countryside first and final-
ly capturing power in the towns and cities in the end,
and thus liberate the whole country.

The Path of Protracted People's War means taking
the Armed Agrarian Revolutionary struggle as the princi-
pal form of struggle and combining it with all other forms
of struggle.

The Path of Protracted Peoples' War means taking
Armed Peasant struggle as the principal form of strug-
gle and combining it with the necessary changes in tac-
tics of United Front, as the situation demands, in all
phases of the struggle.

For the success of People's War, we must forge
three powerful weapons:

1. A strong C.P.I. (M-L) based on Marxism-Leninism-
Mao Zedong Thought, pursuing a revolutionary
style closely linked with the broad masses of the
people, capable of mobilizing and leading them in
struggle against the enemy.

2. A People's Army under the leadership of the Party.

3. A United Front of all the revolutionary classes - the
workers, peasants, middle classes and national

33CPI (ML) New Democracy



bourgeois organizations and individuals with work-
er-peasant alliance as its core under the leader-
ship of the working class.

We must concretely study the similarities and dis-
similarities between China and India, so that we can
apply the lessons of the Chinese Revolution to the con-
crete situation in our country.

Similarities with China

India, like China, is a semi-colonial and semi-feu-
dal country. It is being exploited by imperialists. It is a
country where all the imperialist powers contend.

India, like China, is a vast country, with a large
population, 70 percent of which is the peasantry. Like
pre-liberation China, the economic and political devel-
opment of India is uneven.

Indian Revolution, like China's, is the People's
Democratic Revolution, the main content of which is
Agrarian Revolution. The driving forces of the Indian
Revolution, like of the Chinese, are the working class,
the peasantry, intellectuals and other sections of the
petty bourgeoisie.

The leading force of the Indian Revolution is the
working class and the main force of the Revolution is the
peasantry. Taking into account the revolutionary quality
of the national bourgeoisie on the one hand and their
vacillations on the other, the working class should forge
United Front with all these revolutionary classes along
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with the national bourgeoisie with worker-peasant
alliance as the core.

The Indian Revolution, like the Chinese
Revolution, confronts a strong enemy who has a large
and modern army.

Dissimilarities with China

India of today is industrially more advanced than
China of 1927. It means that a stronger big-bourgeoisie
is to be countered and fought against. At the same time,
Indian working class is bound to play a greater role in
the Indian Revolution.

Capitalist methods of agriculture have developed
to some extent in some parts of India in recent times as
a result of construction and expansion of various irriga-
tion projects and the so-called reform methods adopted
by the ruling classes under the growing pressure from
the people and in the interest of imperialism. It means
that rich peasant economy in agriculture has developed
conditions for the big bourgeoisie and big landlords to
avail themselves of the rich peasant social base to
maintain their rule. At the same time, better conditions
are created in some parts for struggle of the agricultural
labourers. It also unfolds anti-government struggles of
the entire peasantry, including the rich peasantry.

India of today has more and better rail, road and
communications compared to China of 1927.
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In China there existed numerous warlords who
maintained their own armies with which they fought
each other bitterly. The Party there took advantage of
the contradictions among the warlords in building peo-
ple's Army. There party could get arms by easily defeat-
ing and disarming the small armies of the warlords.
However, in India, there do not exist warlords and the
landlords do not have armies of their own, as in China,
though landlords have abundant arms and their private
Senas in some parts of the country. In China, the con-
tradictions between sections of the ruling class devel-
oped into military clashes. Long drawn wars were fought
by them against each other and this contributed much to
organize and build revolutionary bases in China.

Though in India the ruling classes are faced with
growing contradictions, conflicts and divisions and ruling
class parties are continuously being divided under the
conditions of rivalry of the imperialist powers, but at the
same time, they have not yet taken the form of military
conflicts, nor have they led to the disintegration of the
state administration. However, contradictions between
sections of the ruling classes will continue to develop
and what form they could take is to be carefully
watched, as the political and economic crisis further
grows in India, as the Indian revolution advances and as
the contradictions among the various imperialist powers
still further inten-sify. We have to carefully watch the
development of contradictions between the centre and
the provinces and the armed forces of the State. For
example, we now see the Nagas and Kashmiris have
been conducting armed struggle against the central
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government for the right of self-determination.

The Communist Party was the sole leader of the
working class in China but in India the working class is
divided at present and they are still under the influence
of reactionary, reformist and revisionist and neo-revi-
sionist parties. The influence of C.P.I. (M-L) over the
working class is very limited and confined to a few cen-
tres only.

China had passed through a great revolutionary
war which was nationwide in character during 1924-27,
as a result of which the Chinese people had acquired
rich revolutionary experience. The Indian people did not
pass through such a nationwide war, nor do they pos-
sess such a rich revolutionary experience.

A People's Liberation Army was existing in 1927 in
China, when the armed struggle was launched in China
under the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party,
whereas the C.P.I. (M-L) does not posses such an army
today.

During 1924-27, Chinese Republican Army, as a
whole, had participated in the war of liberation. It was
politically conscious and was very much influenced by
democracy. Hence, a section of the army had split away
and participated in the armed struggle under the leader-
ship of the Chinese Communist Party. But the Indian
army is not yet politically conscious, though there have
been revolts of the soldiers several times against British
imperialism in the past.
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The Chinese Communist Party had taken a promi-
nent part in the national liberation movement from the
beginning. The Communist Party had therefore
emerged as the leader of the whole Chinese people. But
the Communist Party of India had failed to take the lead-
ing role in the struggle for India's independence. It failed
to dislodge the big-bourgeoisie and big landlords from
the leadership in the national struggle against imperial-
ism as it suffered from right and 'left' deviations which
caused serious setbacks.

The majority of the people in China belong to Han
nationality, whereas the conditions in India are certainly
different in this regard. Different nationalities with differ-
ent languages pose some difficulties in extending the
armed struggle from one province to another. In addi-
tion, the Indian society is divided into various religious,
communal and caste sections.

There was no parliamentary system and demo-
cratic rights to make use of in China. That was one of
the factors why in China armed revolution faced armed
counter-revolution from the very beginning. But in India,
we have yet to dispel the illusions of the people on the
parliamentary institutions and prepare them for armed
struggle.

It must be borne in mind that due to the right and
'left' mistakes of the Communist leadership in India, the
people could not continue on the path of armed revolu-
tion, though time and again armed struggle broke out in
several parts of the country. It is the sacred task of the
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C.P.I. (M-L) which is forging even deeper links with the
broad masses of the people to make serious political,
organizational and technical preparations for arming the
people and forging people's armed forces in accordance
with actual needs of our struggle in order to face armed
counter-revolution. 

The revolutionary people should bear in mind that
international situation today is more complex than it was
for China when the armed struggle was launched under
the leadership of the Communist Party of China. The
world imperialist system has entered the stage of per-
manent crisis. On the other hand, there is no world rev-
olutionary centre to help the liberation struggles.

The revolutionary people must bear in mind the
above national peculiarities of the Indian situation. They
must bear in mind the similarities and dissimilarities
between present day India and China of 1927.

However, despite the above dissimilarities, the
path that the Indian revolution takes is the path of pro-
tracted People's War which carries along with it the
essential features of the Chinese revolution. The dissim-
ilarities between India and China have been noted only
with a view to show what peculiarities we have to face
in our struggle and advance the People's War in the
concrete conditions of India.

The Indian revolutionaries must bear in mind that
the path of People's War in its essential features, has
several times appeared in our past history and is not
something foreign to be copied or subjectively applied.
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The history of the people's revolutionary struggles
against imperialism and feudalism like the Santhal,
Mundas, Mopla and Varli peasant revolts and some
other peasant revolts prove irrefutably the validity and
necessity of the path of People's War in India. They
prove that the revolutionary struggles of the Indian peo-
ple inevitably take the form of Armed Agrarian
Revolution.

The great Telangana Struggle of 1946-51, was the
first and biggest armed peasant struggle conducted on
the basis of People's War. That struggle taught us how
anti-feudal partial struggles of the people, if properly
conducted, lead to land struggles and armed struggle of
the people. It teaches us that armed struggle could be
conducted and sustained only if it is linked with the land
struggle. It also teaches us the necessity of arming the
people for resistance against landlord-police- goonda
violence from the beginning of the anti-feudal struggles.
It also teaches us how village committees have to be
built up into organs of local power of the people to sus-
tain pro-longed armed struggle. But such a heroic
armed peasant struggle was betrayed by the then lead-
ership because it was not firm on the concept of
People's War as the only path for the complete liberation
of our people. Later the leadership took to the path of
parliamentarianism.

The Great Naxalbari armed struggle and the sub-
sequent struggles in Midnapore, Baharagora,
Mushaheri, Srikakulam and Godavari Valley in which
Srikakulam reached a higher level in terms of people's
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participation and resistance, brought out once again the
necessity of the People's War in India.

CHAPTER - IV

Mobilize the People for People's War

Unleash Class Struggles - Combine the Immediate
with the Basic

People's War is a war of the people waged against
imperialism, comprador- bureaucrat-capitalism and feu-
dalism. It can be launched only by mobilizing the peo-
ple, preparing and organizing them to directly participate
in the People's War and in all aspects of that struggle.
The people will get the necessary consciousness to
directly participate in People's War through their own
experience. It is the people who make the revolution
and not our subjective will and efforts. The policies and
tactics of the Party should help the people to get this
necessary consciousness to directly participate in
People's War.

The prepare the people to directly participate in the
revolutionary struggle, we must unleash the class strug-
gles of the various sections of the people - workers,
peasants, students, and the government employees
under the leadership of their mass organizations, com-
bined with the extensive propagation of revolutionary
politics of New Democratic Revolution, taking the peas-
ant struggle as the major task.
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The experiences of the past struggles have taught
us that we should mobilize the people on their immedi-
ate economic and political, national and international
issues. We must combine the economic and political
struggles taking the political struggle as the main.

We should mobilize the people for struggle, uniting
with all those who could be united against the main
enemy by utilizing the contradictions of the ruling class-
es as the situation demands.

We must learn to combine all forms of struggles
with the armed agrarian revolution as the main form of
struggle.

We must combine both secret and open forms of
struggles and organization, taking the secret as the
basic.

Experience proved that we can start a regular
armed struggle in the form of guerilla war to establish
Base area in one or more areas only when the revolu-
tionary situation in the country as a whole is increasing,
when the people of the area or areas concerned are
prepared to directly participate in the armed struggle
and all its other aspects, when the party is strong
enough to lead the armed struggle in the area or areas
concerned. The extension of the area and the geo-
graphical condi-tions and a relatively self-sufficient
economy should be such as to sustain an armed strug-
gle long enough and the isolation of the enemy classes
from the majority people in the area or areas concerned.
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Agrarian Revolution - Primary Task

Agrarian Revolution is the main content of the
People's Democratic Revolution under the leadership of
the working class. Armed Agrarian Revolutionary strug-
gle is the main form of the struggle in the People's war.

Agrarian Revolution means an all round struggle
against all forms of exploitation, oppression and sup-
pression of the big landlords on the whole peasantry, on
the whole population in the villages in which distribution
of private lands of the big landlords is the highest form
of anti-feudal struggle.

The exploitation by the landlords in our villages
consists of various forms--exploitation of the agricultural
labourers and farm servants, exploitation of the peasant
tenants, forced labour, Nagu (usury through grain)
usury, selling their surplus grains at exorbitant rates,
communal and caste oppression and suppression and
economic and political domination in the villages etc.
Agrarian Revolution means a struggle against all these
forms of exploitation, oppression and suppression prac-
ticed by the landlords.

But it is also true that landlord oppression and sup-
pression cannot be ended unless the people are able to
seize and distribute among themselves the private lands
of the landlords, the basis of landlord oppression and
suppression.

So while the peasants are mobilized for struggles
against all forms of feudal exploitation, oppression and
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suppression, the people should be given the conscious-
ness to seize the private lands of the landlords, which is
the basis of landlord exploitation. All anti-feudal strug-
gles should be consciously directed, step by step,
towards seizure of the private lands of the landlords.

The land problem also presents itself in various
forms in various parts of our country.

For example, government banjar lands, reserve
and non-reserve forest lands, lands under religious insti-
tutions, banjar lands under the occupation of the land-
lords, uncultivated lands of the landlords, lands of the
poor peasants forcibly occupied by the landlords, tank
beds, abandoned tanks and landlords' own lands.
Unless the peasantry occupy the landlords lands, feu-
dalism will not be abolished and the socio-political
exploitation of the landlords cannot be put an end to.
Therefore, we must strive to prepare the peasants to
occupy landlords own lands by mobilizing them for mass
revolutionary struggles and thus our main aim is to
organize armed Agrarian Revolution in the country.

The struggle for land should start with the occupa-
tion of lands other than private lands, and should be
slowly but steadily developed into the struggle for
seizure of the private lands of the landlords.

In our semi-colonial and semi-feudal country, the
people even in their anti-feudal partial struggles are
bound to be faced with the suppression of landlords,
goondas and police. The people should be politically
and organizationally prepared to resist the counter rev-
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olutionary violence of the landlords-goondas-police. For
this the people and the village volunteers should be
armed with the local available weapons to resist this
counter-revolutionary violence.

So depending on the level of the consciousness of
the people and their preparedness, armed resistance of
the people can start even during the stage of the anti-
feudal struggles. But, armed resistance that starts on
the basis of the anti-feudal partial demands should be
consciously directed towards the seizure of private
lands of the landlords. Only then the basis can be laid
for protracted armed peasant struggle leading to the
establishment of base areas.

CHAPTER - V

Tactics of Struggle on Various Fronts

The key task in the Armed Agrarian Revolution is
the creation of Base Areas in the countryside. For this,
the major forces of our Party should concentrate among
the peasants. In our country also mountains and forests
are better suited to create base areas than plain areas.
Base areas arise even in the plain areas as the revolu-
tionary movement advances, but base areas built in the
plains cannot withstand for a long time without the sup-
port from the people or forests and hilly regions.
Experience has taught us that we cannot sustain the for-
est movement without a strong peasant movement and
other people's struggles in the plain areas surrounding
the forest areas and proper coordination between both.
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Therefore, both in the forest and plain areas the
Party should adopt the following tactics of struggle in
mobilizing the peasants for anti-landlord struggles.

Tasks on the Peasant Front

- The CC and the State Committees should select
strategic rural areas for concentration throughout
India and in each state. They should select cadres
for concentration in such areas.

- In such areas, the social and political conditions of
the area, the class divisions of the society should
be carefully studied, agitational and fighting slo-
gans should be formulated in consultation with the
local people and our cadres, and we should con-
centrate to mobilize the peasants for anti-landlord
struggles. These struggles should be combined
with the propagation of revolutionary politics of
armed struggle to prepare them for revolutionary
seizure of power. *The question of overthrowing
the rule of reactionary ruling classes should per-
meate all our propaganda.

- In conducting these struggles we should depend
on the agricultural labourers (landless peasants),
poor and middle peasants, particularly the first
two. We should also try to win the rich peasants for
struggles against the big landlords. While fighting
against the feudal exploitation of the rich peasants,
we should also support their struggles against the
government and the landlords and win them for
anti-feudal struggles. In conducting these strug-
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gles, the contradictions of the various landlords
groups should be utilized to isolate the main
enemy in the village and defeat him. We should
utilize their political contradictions for this. 

- In conducting the economic and political struggles
of the peasants the main aim should be to destroy
the authority of the big landlords in the villages and
establish the authority of the peasants under the
leadership of the agricultural labourers and poor
peasants.

- The struggle for higher wages, against usury, can-
cellation of loans of the landlords and merchants,
struggle for the reduction of various rents, for the
occupation of banjar land of various kinds in the
villages, the struggle against forced labour (Vetti),
the struggle of the tribal people against forest con-
tractors and forest officials--all these Anti-feudal
and Anti-government struggles form part of the
Agrarian Revolutionary struggle. But the struggle
for land is the most important of them. Starting with
the struggle for the occupation of banjar lands, the
consciousness of the peasants should be raised
for the occupation of the privately owned lands of
the landlords. The struggle for such lands is the
highest stage of Agrarian Revolution i.e. anti-feu-
dal struggles.

- The struggle for land and the struggle for the
establishment of base areas is closely linked. In
fact, prolonged Armed Agrarian Revolution can be
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sustained only by linking it with the struggle for
land.

- Armed struggle can start even with the struggle for
partial demands. The Communist Revolutionaries
should consciously direct all those struggles
towards Armed Agrarian Revolution. The armed
peasant struggle in Naxalbari and Srikakulam
started on land issue. Those of Mushaheri and
Midnapore started with partial issues like seizure
of crops and properties of landlords. Godavari
Valley struggle started on partial demands. The
Communist Revolutionaries consciously worked to
develop these struggles towards Armed Agrarian
Revolution and establishment of base areas.

- Keeping in mind the necessity of building the
armed forces of the people, we should arm the vil-
lage volunteers and the peasants from the begin-
ning of the Anti-feudal struggles and prepare them
politically and organizationally to resist land-lord-
goonda-police violence.

- To conduct these struggles, peasant associations
should be organized, legal or illegal, as the situa-
tion demands and develop them into organs of
power in the villages.

- We should consciously build the village volunteer
corps and prepare them to lead the people's resist-
ance against the violence of the reactionary
forces. We should implement this from the very
beginning of the struggle.
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- We should build the Party, the Cells and militant
groups to lead the struggles. 

- We should preserve, consolidate, extend the
areas of resistance struggles and develop them to
a higher level, with a view to start armed struggle
and establish base areas.

- While the Party mobilizes all sections of the peas-
ants, including the middle and rich peasants, the
main base of the peasant movement should be
agricultural labourers (landless peasants) and
poor peasants.

- Struggles must be organized from the beginning
with the conception of United Front i.e. New
Democratic Front.

- Thus when the people implement the above tasks
or in other words, they resist the landlord-goonda-
police violence and repression in an organized,
conscious and persistent manner in a wide area in
the course of building and developing anti-feudal
struggles, it can be called Resistance Struggle.

*It is clear that resistance struggle is neither day-
to-day class struggle wherein we oppose and struggle
against feudal goonda and police violence nor it is
armed struggle which is waged to overthrow the state of
reactionary ruling classes. It is a mass struggle where
necessary armed forms of resistance are used in keep-
ing with the concrete conditions of struggle. In the
course of resistance struggle we may take armed action
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against landlords and their goondas while mainly relying
upon the democratic resistance against police repres-
sion. In case of squads while taking offensive actions
against landlords and their goondas in various forms,
they should defend and protect themselves from the
attacks of the police and security forces and retreat.
Their task is not offensive against the police. However,
the landlord-goondas and police launch coordinated
attacks against the people, we should mobilize the peo-
ple to resist this violence and squads may participate in
this resistance. In any case actions of squads uncon-
nected with the needs of mass movement have nothing
in common with resistance struggle.

Therefore the main direction of the party among
the peasants should be selection of strategic rural
areas, concentration of cadres, formulation of fighting
and agitational slogans with extensive discussion with
the people of the area, mobilizing the peasants for strug-
gles on those issues, building the peasant organiza-
tions, arming the people with the locally available
weapons in the Anti-feudal struggles from the very
beginning, organizing of the Village and Area Volunteer
Organizations, people's resistance to landlord-goonda-
police violence and repression, and thus, create, devel-
op and defend areas of sustained resistance. We should
be conscious of the fact that all anti-feudal partial strug-
gles should be linked with the extensive propagation of
revolutionary politics of Armed Agrarian Revolution and
with the building of the party. We should adopt the nec-
essary forms of struggle in all stages in keeping with the
level of consciousness of the people, raise their con-
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sciousness and through a long process of consolidation,
prepare the people for starting armed struggle against
the state and thus advance to establish the base areas
in the countryside.

Armed Struggle and Guerilla Squads

Guerilla squads must be organized from the mili-
tants of the village volunteer squads and self-defence
squads where they exist. These guerilla squads must
develop the guerilla struggle with the help of the village
volunteer squads. Guerilla struggle must be conducted
on the basis of armed struggle while keeping in view the
vast areas to develop them later as liberated areas.
People's army is to be organized from the guerilla
squads during the process of liberation struggle. These
base areas must be developed while consolidating and
extending them. As stated by Com. Mao the protracted
peoples war will pass through many stages first liberat-
ing the countryside and finally capturing the cities and
towns, thus completing the new-democratic revolution.

Self-Defence Squads

Even during the stage of the Anti-feudal struggles,
the landlord-goonda-police will launch attacks to sup-
press the peasant movement. Besides building demo-
cratic movements to oppose these attacks and repres-
sion both in that area and other areas, the Party units
should lead the people to resist this counter-revolution-
ary violence. In case the people are not yet prepared for
such resistance, the militants and cadres of the Party
should not allow themselves to be arrested. They should
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defend themselves. They should work secretly among
the people either singly or in squads. They can move
and work among the people with arms or without arms.
These forms of self-defence will depend on the level of
the movement, on the level of the consciousness of the
people and their support to the movement, the exten-
sion of the area, on the strength of the Party and on the
geographical conditions of the area.

*The question of self-defence of leaders, cadres
and movement may come up before we are able to
imbue the people with the consciousness to take up
arms and start armed struggle. Often village militants
and volunteers may not be able to fulfill the responsibil-
ity of self-defence. In such situations, formation of regu-
lar self-defence squads becomes a necessity to defend
the movement from the counter-revolutionary violence.
While the forms including wearing of uniforms may vary
basing on the conditions of struggle in different regions
and areas, the question of self-defence measures and
forming and developing regular self-defence squads as
per the needs of the movement should receive due
attention.

Even if armed squads are formed in self-defence,
depending on the conditions of the struggle, their main
direction should be to further mobilize the people for
armed Agrarian Revolution, and not annihilation of class
enemies. These squads should not be treated as gueril-
la squads.
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On the Workers Front

The main direction of the Party work among the
working class should be to make it realize its leading
role in the New Democratic Revolution and play its role
accordingly.

The main direction of the Party work among the
working class should be to unite the working class,
which is now split into various unions behind various
political parties, particularly the revisionists and neo-
revisionists.

The main direction of the Party work among the
working class should be to build the revolutionary trade
union movement i.e. politicalisation of the workers, ide-
ological and political struggle against legalism and
economism, worker-peasant unity, volunteer organiza-
tions to resist police-management-goonda repression,
by sending scores of class conscious workers from the
cities and towns to rural areas to organize the peasants
for Agrarian Revolution, and building of secret Party
among the workers. Only thus we could unite the work-
ers and make them the conscious leader of the New
Democratic Revolution and prepare them for final
assault. The main concentration should be in strategic
areas and strategic industries.

Organize our Trade Unions where a significant
number of workers are in favour of it and where there
are no Unions at all. The places where there are already
other Unions, form our Trade Union where it could be
effective. Where our following is weak, we should work
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in other Trade Unions, win the workers over for militant
struggles and for agrarian revolution. In our Trade
Unions too, we should fight against economism and
legalism.

To organize our Trade Unions and develop them is
our key task on the TU front. At the same time, we must
intensify our work in other unions also.

On Other Fronts

While concentrating on the basic classes, the
workers and the peasants, we should pay enough atten-
tion to building the movement among students and mid-
dle classes particularly the government employees.

While mobilizing the students for struggles on their
immediate economic issues through their mass organi-
zations and party building, we should make the students
realize that they should identify and integrate them-
selves with the basic classes - the workers and peas-
ants.

Organize the youth into youth organizations and
build militant youth struggles on unemployment and
other problems faced by them, and mobilize them in sol-
idarity with other class struggles. By imparting political
training they are to be developed into disciplined cadres.
Among the middle class employee, while mobilizing
them into their unions on their economic and other prob-
lems, importance is to be given to propagation of revo-
lutionary politics among them. The main direction of our
work among them should be secret.
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The Party should mobilize the women of various
sections particularly the workers and the peasants, to
participate in class struggles and also build women's
movement among other sections. While organizing
women into struggles on class issues jointly with men,
taking into consideration their special problems of dis-
crimination, they are to be organized for struggles on
such issues. Serious effort should be put to build women
organizations and to develop women as political organ-
izers. While opposing feminist trends and winning over
the women behind other political parties, we should
build united struggles with women's organizations par-
ticularly progressive women organizations, on the spe-
cific issues of women. The basic task and overall orien-
tation of our work among the women is to work among
the women of basic classes and to draw women into
struggle for new democratic revolution.

To build new democratic culture, our cultural
activists have to strive for the development of people's
culture by adopting the basic principle 'from the masses
to the masses', and by taking the positive aspects of our
culture. We should adopt mass line in our effort to utilize
art and culture as a powerful weapon and in creating
new writers and artists, fighting wrong tendencies pre-
vailing in the cultural front and defeat the decaying colo-
nial and feudal culture.

We should build solidarity movement of the vari-
ous sections of the people in mutual support of their
struggles.
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As the peasant movement advances, as their vol-
unteer organizations expand among the peasants, as
the peasants begin to actively participate in the resist-
ance struggles against landlord-goonda-police violence,
depending on the economic and political crisis in the
country, this is bound to lead to a regular guerilla armed
struggle against the state. Depending on the national
and international situation, such a struggle will lead to
the establishment of base areas in the countryside.
Passing through various phases of protracted People's
War, as taught by Comrade Mao, People's War will final-
ly triumph in establishing People's Democracy in the
country.

This is the way to complete our anti-imperialist and
anti-feudal tasks.

With this basic aim, we must preserve, consolidate
and extend the present areas of resistance in the coun-
try under the leadership of our party. We must orient all
our agitational struggles in other areas to build areas of
resistance in the countryside with a view to develop
them into base areas.

These are the general directives of the Party for
our work in various sections of our people. The
Provincial Committees should apply them to the con-
crete situation in each state and determine their con-
crete tasks depending on the concrete situation in each
state.

Deepening economic and political crisis of our
semi-colonial, semi-feudal system, growing struggles of
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the people against policies of the ruling classes and
increasing contention of imperialist powers are leading
to growing contradictions and divisions among the ruling
classes. The struggles of all sections of people are ris-
ing though mostly confined within legal limits. The
movement under the leadership of our party too is
uneven and our influence is limited. In brief, the subjec-
tive forces are lagging behind the objective conditions.
Party should overcome the negative factors, fully utilize
positive factors and advance the revolutionary move-
ment to a higher level.

A correct programme, a correct political line, a cor-
rect line for United Front and correct tactics of struggle
are bound to lead to success in our struggle.

Advance on the Path of Agrarian Revolution!

Long Live People's War!

Long Live Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought!

Long Live Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist)!

Special Congress of CPI (ML) New Democracy on
September 9, 2014
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NOTE: 1981 Path was amended and Adopted by All-India
Party Congress April, 1992 and incorporating few
amendments it was passed in All India  Congress of
CPI(CPI)ML in October,2004 and the same was
adopted by the Special Congress of CPI (ML) New
Democracy held on September 9, 2014)

*Amendments passed in

All India  CPI (ML) Congress, in  October, 2004.
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Party Constitution
Adopted by the Special Congress of CPI (ML) in 1980

PREAMBLE

The Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) is
the political Party, advanced detachment and the high-
est form of the class organization of the Indian proletari-
at. It is the political core leading the Indian people in rev-
olution.

The ideology guiding the thinking and practice of
the Party is Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought.

The programme of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist-Leninist) is to establish People's Democracy in
India and to overthrow completely the rule of the big
bourgeois and the big feudal landlord classes, sub-
servient to imperialism. The C.P.I. (M-L) will establish
the people's dictatorship led by the proletariat in place of
the dictatorship of the big bourgeois and big landlord
classes. The ultimate aim of the Party is total destruction
of capitalism, the system based on exploitation of man
by man, and the realization of socialism and commu-
nism.

The C.P.I. (M-L) upholds equality, sovereignty and
fraternity as principles guiding the relations between all
genuine Marxist-Leninist Parties and organizations the
world over. 
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ARTICLE I

Name :

The name of the Party is the Communist Party of India
(Marxist-Leninist).

ARTICLE II

Flag :

The flag of the Party is the red flag with a white hammer
and sickle. The-ratio of length and breadth will be 3:2.

ARTICLE III

Membership :

1. Any person of the working class, peasantry, the
petty bourgeois and any other revolutionary indi-
vidual who is an Indian and has reached the age
of eighteen years, accepts Marxism-Leninism-Mao
Zedong Thought as guide to action, accepts the
programme, path and constitution of the Party,
actively participates in the day-to-day work of the
Party under the discipline of a Party unit and reg-
ularly pays membership fee and levy as decided
by the Party, can become the member of the Party.

2.   Members are admitted to the Party on individual
basis and generally through the basic unit (cell) of
the Party. *Application for Party membership shall
be recommended by two Party members. Higher
Party Committees such as area, regional, provincial
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or central committee, have also the right to admit
new members. Party members who recommend the
applicant must furnish the Party cell or the commit-
tee concerned the truthful and necessary informa-
tion about the applicant from their personal knowl-
edge and with due sense of responsibility. 

*3. Any comrade joining Party from any other ML,
organization, may be admitted to Party member-
ship with the approval of the DC if he/she has
been an organizer, with the approval of the PC if
he/she was a member of DC or regional commit-
tee and with the approval of CC if he/ she was a
member of PC or CC in his/her earlier organiza-
tion.

*4. If any person from a ruling class or revisionist party
wants to join the Party renouncing his/her earlier
politics, decision on his/her admission shall be
taken with the approval of DC in case he/she had
belonged to area level, with the approval of PC in
cases he/she belonged to a level higher than area
level and with approval of CC if he/she had
belonged to a level higher than DC.

5. The meeting of the Party cell or the committee
concerned shall decide on the admission of new
members and shall recommend to the next higher
committee. If an applicant is admitted to the Party,
he or she will be regarded as a candidate member.

6. Party members will generally be recruited from
activist groups or sympathizer groups which will
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function under a Party Unit. A member of an
activist group or sympathizer group must partici-
pate in Party activities as decided by the Party unit
concerned, for at least 6 months before he or she
is admitted into the Party.

7. Membership fee will be two rupees annually. Levy
shall be decided by the unit concerned after
assessing the capacity of the member.

8. The period of candidature will be six months for
the members from working class, landless and
poor peasantry; one year for those from urban
petty bourgeoisie, rural semi-proletariat and mid-
dle peasantry: two years for those from rich peas-
antry and three years for those from landlords and
bourgeoisie.

9. By the end of the period of candidature, the Party
unit concerned shall discuss whether the candi-
date member is qualified to be admitted to full
membership. The unit concerned may admit can-
didates to full membership or prolong the period of
candidature not exceeding more than another six
months. He/she can be removed if he/ she is not
fit for full membership. The unit concerned shall
submit its report to the next higher committee. The
higher committee may, on scrutiny of the report
accept, alter or modify the decision of the lower
unit. The district committees must be informed of
the recruitment of new members. Final approval of
membership rests with the district, area/regional or
provincial committees.
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10. A member may be transferred from one unit to
another by the higher committee concerned. A
request by a member for transfer from one place
to another will be decided upon by the higher com-
mittee.

11. Careerists, double dealers, bad characters and
enemy agents will not be admitted to the Party.

ARTICLE IV:
Membership Fee and Party Levy:
1. All Party members as well as candidate members

shall pay a Party membership fee of two rupees
annually. This Party fee shall be paid at the time of
admission into the Party and for renewal of mem-
bership by the end of each year to the Unit secre-
tary by the members concerned. All membership
fees collected from Party members by the Party
units will be deposited with the Central Committee
through the provincial or any other appropriate
committee. 

2. Every Party member as well as candidate member
must pay monthly levy as decided by his or her unit.
Those whose incomes are of annual or seasonal
character have to pay their levy in the like manner.

ARTICLE -V:
Duties of Party members :

The duties of Party members are as follows:

1. To actively and regularly participate in the activities
of the Party unit to which they belong, to faithfully
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carry out in a disciplined way the policy, decisions
and directives of the Party.

2. To be always ready to participate in the revolution-
ary struggles of the people, to devotedly serve the
masses and consistently strengthen their bonds
with them, to learn from the masses and to work in
a mass organization or people's army, unless
exempted, under the guidance of the Party.

3. To subordinate their personal interests to the inter-
est of the Party.

4. To fight consistently against all oppression or dis-
crimination based on religion, nationality, caste
and sex and firmly oppose such disruptionist ten-
dencies as communalism, provincialism and
casteism.

5. To cultivate comradely relations towards one
another and consistently develop fraternal spirit
within the Party.

6. To practice criticism and self-criticism with a view
to help each other and improve collective and indi-
vidual work.

7. To safeguard the monolithic unity of the Party and
to be vigilant against the enemies of the revolution.
To defend the purity of Marxism-Leninism-Mao
Zedong Thought and fight against various non-
proletarian ideas and trends of revisionism, left
and right opportunism, liberalism, sectarianism,
empiricism, anarchism and dogmatism.
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ARTICLE VI

Rights of Party members :

1. To elect Party organs and Party organizations and
be elected to them.

2. To participate freely in discussion in one's unit in
order to decide political and organizational issues,
policies and decisions of the Party.

3. To make proposals regarding their own work in the
Party, to get work assigned to themselves in
accordance with their ability and requirements of
the Party.

4. To make criticism of Party committees and func-
tionaries in Party units if necessary.

Those who have membership in two committees
should discuss only in their higher committees
about political, ideological and organizational mat-
ters. They should uphold the majority decision of
the higher committees when they meet the lower
committees.

He or she can explain his or her view point to the
lower unit differing from the higher committee with
the permission of the higher committee.

5. To make suggestions, complaints, proposals, criti-
cism and appeal to the higher committees, through
proper channels, including and upto the Central
Committee and the Party Congress when any
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member or unit disagrees with any decision of a
Party unit/organization. Pending decision of the
higher committee, the party member or unit con-
cerned shall carry out the decision of his or her
Party unit and higher units.

6. Right to explain his or her view and conduct when
disciplinary action is taken against him or her.

7. Those members of the CC, PC, area/regional  and
DC who are in jail for a fairly long period will
become non-functioning for Party work outside the
jails. On coming out of jail they will be admitted
into their respective Party committees unless there
are any complaints against them.

ARTICLE VII
Party Pledge :

Every person joining the Party shall take the Party
pledge. The pledge shall be:

"I accept Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought
as the ideology guiding the Party. I accept the aims and
objects of the Party and the way to realize them and
agree to abide by its Constitution and work sincerely to
implement the decisions of the Party."

ARTICLE VIII

Check Up of Party Membership :

1. There should be yearly check up of Party member-
ship by the Party unit to which the member
belongs. Any Party member who for a long contin-
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uous period and without proper reason has failed
to take part in the regular work of the Party or to
pay his or her Party fee and levy or has become
politically fossilized shall be removed from the
position held.

2. Only the district, area/regional, provincial and
Central committees are entitled to get such check-
up reports. The decisions of the lower unit shall
come into force only after the approval of the com-
mittee concerned.

ARTICLE IX
Principles of Democratic Centralism :
1 The structure of the Party is based on and its inter-

nal life is guided by the principles of democratic
centralism. Democratic centralism means central-
ized leadership based on inner Party democracy
under the guidance of centralized leadership.

In the sphere of Party structure the guiding principles of
democratic centralism are:

a. All the Party organs from top to bottom are
elected except in exceptional circumstances.

b. Where immediate election is not possible,
organizing committees for one year will be
formed by the higher committees.

c. Election of members and committees will be in
the conferences at various levels of Party units
or organizations.
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d. Such conferences shall be held with prior
approval of the higher committees.

e. Individual is subordinate to the unit.

f. Minority is subordinate to the majority.

g. Lower unit is subordinate to the higher unit.

h. All members and units are subordinate to the
Central Committee.

i. The Party Congress is the highest organ of the
Party.

j. All questions of international affairs, questions of
all India character or questions concerning more
than one province or questions requiring uniform
decisions for the whole country, shall be decided
upon by the Central Committee. The lower com-
mittees may send their opinions and suggestions
in time for consideration by the Central
Committee or Polit Bureau. All questions of a
province, region, or district character shall be
generally decided upon by the corresponding
Party organizations. But in no case shall such
decisions run counter to the decisions of higher
Party organization.

2. In the sphere of the internal life of the Party the fol-
lowing guiding principles of democratic centralism
based on the experience of the communist move-
ment are applied:
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a. Free and frank discussion within the Party unit
on all questions affecting the life of the Party, its
policy and work.

b. Sustained efforts to activise the Party members
to participate and implement Party policies, to
raise their ideological political level and improve
their general education so that they can effec-
tively participate in the life and work of the Party. 

c. When serious differences arise in a Party
Committee, efforts should be made to resolve
the differences through discussion. If an imme-
diate decision is called for by the needs of the
Party, it should be decided promptly.

d. Encouragement of criticism and self-criticism at
all levels from top to bottom.

e. Consistent struggle against bureaucratic, anar-
chist, ultra-democratic and polycentric tenden-
cies at all levels.

f. Impermissibility of factionalism and factional
groupings inside the Party in any form.

g. Strengthening of the Party spirit by developing
fraternal and comradely relations and mutual
help, correcting mistakes by treating comrades
sympathetically, judging them and their work not
on the basis of isolated mistakes or incidents
but by taking into account their whole record of
service to the Party.
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ARTICLE X

All India Party Congress:

1. The supreme organ of the Party for the whole
country shall be the All India Party Congress. Before the
Party Congress, any member of the Party who wants to
present his or her views should do so in written form and
place them first in his or her committee and then it can
be sent to the CC, through the State Committee. This
must be done before the specified time-period (as
decided by the CC) of not less than one and a half
months after circulation of the official documents. Then
written document should be sent to members with the
remarks of the CC.  

**Two tier-congresses can be held, in case, CC
feels necessary whenever  political and ideological dif-
ferences are  severe inside the party. In the first round
congresses political and ideological matters would be
discussed, debated and decisions taken. After this con-
ferences would be held with the same delegates that
attended to the first round conferences. In these confer-
ences "political, organizational and movement" reviews
would be discussed; Merits and demerits of members
belonging to various level committees would be dis-
cussed: New committees would be elected with not less
than  80% members who supported the politics and ide-
ologies of Congress adopted documents  and also with
the  members having  differing opinions for the remain-
ing. Such conferences would be held only at the level of
Central, State, Regional/Area and District committees.
In whatever method the congress/conferences might be
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held, members having revisionist politics, ideology, par-
liamentary path and having  differences with the funda-
mental matters of  programme and path are unfit to be
elected for the  Central Committee."

a. The Party Congress shall be convened by the
Central Committee ordinarily once every three
years. Under special circumstances it may be
convened before its due date or may be post-
poned by the Central Committee for not more
than one year. If the majority State Committees
demand to convene the Party Congress, it must
be convened.

b. The Party Congress shall be composed of dele-
gates elected by provincial conferences as well
as by conferences of Party units directly under
the Central Committee.

c. The basis of representation of delegates to the
Party Congress shall be decided by the Central
Committee after considering the proportional
strength of the Party in a particular province.
The CC will decide the number of delegates
from units functioning under it.

d. The members of the Central Committee shall be
ex-officio delegates to the Party Congress.

2. Functions and powers of Party Congress are
as follows:

a. To discuss and act on the political organization-
al report of the Central Committee.
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b. To revise, change and amend the Party
Programme, tactical line and constitution (if
necessary).

c. To determine the Party line on current situation.

d. To elect the Central Committee and Central
Control Commission through democratic dis-
cussion and secret ballot.

3. The Congress shall elect a presidium for the con-
duct of its business.

* ARTICLE XI:

Structure of the Party :

1. Party's organizational structure consists of com-
mittees from lowest to highest level. The lowest is
the party unit constituted on the basis of area of
residence or work. Above these are Party commit-
tees at different levels composed of odd numbers.
These are panchayat committees, local / thana /
mandal / taiuq or block committees, zonal, SDLCs,
DLCs, district, area/regional committees, provin-
cial committees and central committee. There may
be special units or committees constituted for spe-
cific tasks and their status may be defined by the
committees constituting them.

2. No Party member shall generally be a member of
more than two Party committees. In exceptional
situation the higher committee may permit a com-
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rade to be a member of maximum three commit-
tees. **In peculiar situations a committee member
may be in more than 3 committees with the per-
mission of Central Committee.

ARTICLE XII

Election and Functions of the Central Committee :

1. The Central Committee shall be elected at the
Party Congress, the number of members being
decided by the Party Congress.

a. The outgoing Central Committee shall propose
to the Party Congress a panel of names of
members for the Central Committee.

b. Any delegate can raise objection with regard to
any name in the proposed panel as well as pro-
pose any new name or names.

c. The panel proposed, together with the addition-
al name or names proposed by the delegates, if
any, shall be voted upon by secret ballot. In
case there is no additional name or no objection
by any delegate, approval of the delegates for
the panel may be taken by show of hands.

2. The Central Committee shall be the highest
authority of the Party between two All India Party
Congresses.

3. The Central Committee shall represent the Party
as a whole and be responsible for directing the
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entire work of the Party. The Central Committee
shall have the right to take decisions with full
authority on any question facing the Party accord-
ing to the line accepted by the Party Congress.

4. The Central Committee shall elect from among its
members a Polit-Bureau including the General
Secretary. The number of members in the Polit
Bureau shall be decided by the Central
Committee. The Polit Bureau will carry on the day
to day work of the Party on the line and policies of
the Central Committee between its two sessions.
The Polit Bureau has the right to take political and
organizational decisions in between two meetings
of the Central Committee. However, these deci-
sions will be placed in the next Central Committee
meeting for ratification.

5. The Central Committee can take disciplinary
measures against Central Committee members for
gross breach of discipline, misconduct or for anti-
Party activities.

The member against whom disciplinary meas-
ure has been taken has the right to appeal to Party
Congress.

6. The Central Committee can fill any vacancy occur-
ring in its membership by co-opting new members.

7. The time and duration of Central Committee meet-
ing shall be decided by it.
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8. The Central Committee shall meet whenever one
third of its members make a requisition.

9. The Central Committee or Polit-Bureau can send
any member or members to any area or unit to
guide or check up, the activities of the Party.

10. The Central Committee may, when it deems nec-
essary, convene an extended session of the
Central Committee.

11. The Central Committee has the authority to
change the areas under the jurisdiction of any unit.

12. The Central Committee may form subcommittees
composed of Central Committee members or any
others for a specific purpose, functioning under its
guidance.

*13. The Central Committee shall exercise direct
supervision over the work in the strategic areas.
Decisions regarding formation of regular squads in
a new area, withdrawal of their operations from
any area, changes in the policies related to recruit-
ment and promotion in squads and other matters,
new tasks to be taken up by the squads shall be
implemented with the approval of the Central
Committee. Central Committee may depute mem-
ber/members of the CC to guide the work of these
areas.

*14. The Central Committee shall appoint Editor or
Editorial board of the Central Organs and shall
approve appointment of editors/editorial boards of
the State or Regional Organs.
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15. The Central Committee shall strive to unify com-
munist revolutionary forces according to the unity
line of the Party.

16. Half of the members shall constitute the quorum
for a committee meeting.

*17. Annual accounts of the State Committees shall be
placed before the Central Committee.

ARTICLE XIII

Provincial, Regional and District Organs:

1. The highest organ in the province, area/region or
district shall be the provincial, area/regional or dis-
trict conferences which will elect the provincial,
area/sregional and District Committees.

2. The rights and functions of the provincial, regional
or district Party organs are similar to those enu-
merated in the article concerning the Party struc-
ture and functions of the Central Committee, their
functions being confined to the province,
area/region or district and their decisions taken
being within the limit of the decisions taken by the
next higher Party organ.

3. Every provincial, area/regional or district organ will
decide its own strategic and tactical tasks.

4. The provincial, area/regional or district confer-
ences will be held preceding the Party Congress.
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5. The Central Committee may appoint a provincial
organizing committee. Within two years the provin-
cial conference shall be held and provincial com-
mittee shall be elected in the conference.

6. The provincial committee may form area/regional
or district organizing committees. Within two
years, area/regional or district conference shall be
held and election and formation of regular
area/regional or district committees completed.

7. The area of regional committees will be decided by
the provincial committee.

8. The area of district committee will be decided by
the area/regional or provincial committee.

9. The provincial, area/regional and district commit-
tee shall each elect a secretary. If necessary, the
provincial, area/regional and district committee
may elect a secretariat and an assistant secretary.

10. The provincial, area/regional or district committee
shall take disciplinary measures against any mem-
ber for gross breach of discipline misconduct or
anti-party activity.

11. The provincial, area/regional and district commit-
tee may co-opt any member to fill a vacancy. Such
co-option shall be approved by the next higher
Committee.

12. The area/regional and district committee shall
decide on the various Party organs to be set up
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between the primary unit (cell) and district commit-
tee and shall make necessary provisions relating
to their composition and functioning.

13. The provincial, area/regional and district commit-
tees will submit a quarterly written report to their
next higher committee.

14. The provincial, area/regional and district commit-
tees may hold extended meetings.

ARTICLE XIV

Primary Units :

1. The primary unit of the Party is Party cell, organ-
ized on the basis of occupation or territory.

2. The number of members in a cell shall not be more
than nine and not less than three.

3. The Party cell shall elect a secretary.

4. The Party cell shall submit its bimonthly report to
the next higher Party unit.

5. The Party cell shall function under its immediate
higher committee.

6. The cell is the living link between the Party and the
broad masses of the people within its area or
sphere.

7. The tasks of the Party cell are:
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a. To carry out the decisions and directives of the
higher committee.

b. To initiate and lead the revolutionary struggles
of the people.

c. Win the masses in the factory, locality or area
for the political line of the Party.

d. To draw militants and sympathizers into the rev-
olutionary struggles and enroll them as new
members and educate them politically.

e. The cell will be entitled to take decisions under
its jurisdiction.

ARTICLE XV

Intermediate Party Organs between District and
Primary Units :

1. There may be village, town, sub-divisional/ zonal/
taluk/ thana or divisional committees.

2. They shall hold their conference after the prior per-
mission of the district, area/ regional committees.

3. They shall elect a secretary or secretariat or both
and may have an assistant secretary if necessary.

4. The organizational structure, the rights and func-
tions of intermediate Party organs between the
district and primary cell organs are similar to those
enumerated in the articles concerning structure
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and functions of the central, provincial and
area/regional or district committees.

ARTICLE XVI

Party Discipline :

1. Party discipline is indispensable for preserving
and strengthening the monolithic unity of the Party,
for enhancing its strength, its fighting capacity and
its prestige among the masses and for enforcing
the principles of democratic centralism. Without
strict adherence to Party discipline the Party can-
not lead the masses in struggle nor discharge its
responsibility towards them and the revolution.

2. Discipline is based on voluntary and conscious
acceptance of the aims, programme and policies
of the Party. All members of the Party are equally
bound by Party discipline irrespective of their sta-
tus in the Party organization or in public life.

3. Violation of the Party constitution and decisions as
well as any other action and behaviour unworthy of
a member of the Communist Party shall constitute
a breach of Party discipline and is liable to discipli-
nary action.

4. The disciplinary measures are: (a) Warning, (b)
Censure, (c) Public censure, (d) Removal from the
post held in the Party, *(e) Suspension from mem-
bership of a Party committee for any period not
exceeding one year, (f) Suspension from member-
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ship for any period but not exceeding one year, (g)
Removal from Party rolls and (h) expulsion.

5. Disciplinary action shall be taken where other
methods including the method of persuasion have
failed to correct the member concerned. The prin-
ciple shall be to cure the sickness and to save the
patient. Even where disciplinary measure has
been taken the effort to help the member to correct
himself or herself shall continue.

In case where the breach of discipline is such that
it warrants an immediate disciplinary measure to protect
the interests of the Party, its security or prestige, the dis-
ciplinary measure shall be taken promptly.

6. Expulsion from the Party is the severest of all dis-
ciplinary measures and this shall be applied with
utmost caution, deliberation and judgement.

7. All disciplinary measures shall come into effect
after confirmation by the next higher committee. In
urgency the penalized member may be removed
from all Party positions, pending confirmation by
higher Party committee.

8. When a member is simultaneously a member of
two Party units or more, the disciplinary measure
against him or her shall be taken in the higher unit
to which he or she belongs and not in the lower
unit.
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9. Party members found to be strike-breakers, habit-
ual drunkards, moral degenerates, betrayers of
Party confidence and secrecy and guilty of grave
financial corruption will be subject to disciplinary
measures.

10. There shall be right of appeal in all cases of disci-
plinary measure.

11. The central, provincial, area/regional or district
committee has the right to dissolve or reorganize
any lower committee where persistent defiance of
Party decisions and policy, serious factionalism or
a breach of Party discipline is involved. But the
provincial, area/regional or district committee will
immediately report such action to the next higher
committee for whatever action it deems necessary.

12. In exceptional circumstances, Party committees in
their discretion, may resort to summary procedure
in expelling members for grave anti-Party activi-
ties.

* ARTICLE XVII 

Central Control Commission (CCC) :

1. Party congress shall elect a Central Control
Commission, the number of whose members shall
be decided by the Party Congress. The outgoing
Central Committee shall propose a panel of the
names of the members of the CCC taking into con-
sideration their seniority in the Party, experience in
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the movement and their objectivity in party mat-
ters.

2. Members of the Central Control Commission shall
elect a Chairman who shall be ex-officio member
of the Central Committee and shall have right to
vote on all matters except disciplinary actions.
Vacancies in the CCC shall be filled by the Central
Committee.

3. Central Control Commission

a. shall enquire into the cases referred to it by the
Politburo or Central Committee of the Party.

b. shall hear appeals against the disciplinary
actions taken by the Provincial Committees.

c. shall hear appeals against the decisions by
other lower committees regarding expulsion or
removal from party membership or removal
from a Party committee where an appeal had
been preferred to the PC or Provincial Control
Commission and has been rejected.

d. Central Committee or Politburo may ask the
CCC to enquire into party membership of any
unit or units.

4. The rules of procedure for the conduct of the pro-
ceedings of the Central Control Commission shall
be made by the Central Committee in consultation
with the Central Control Commission.
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5. Central Control Commission shall try to dispose off
the matters within six months of their coming
before it.

6. Decision of the Central Control Commission shall
be final and shall be implemented without delay. In
every case there shall be right to appeal to the
Party Congress.

In exceptional situations, Central Committee, by
two thirds majority, can stay the operation of the deci-
sion of the Central Control Commission. These matters
will be placed before the Party Congress for approval.

7. Provincial Control Commission (PCC) may be
elected by a Provincial Conference with the prior
approval of the Central Committee for constitution
of PCC in that province. Their jurisdiction shall be
limited to the area of the concerned PC. In other
matters its functioning shall be analogous to the
functioning of CCC.

ARTICLE XVIII

Inner-Party discussions :

1. Inner Party discussions shall be organized on All
India scale by the Central Committee:

a. Whenever it considers it necessary.

b. Whenever an important question of Party policy
arises and there is no sufficient firm majority
inside the Central Committee.
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c. When a comrade in a committee differs with the
majority on a question of principle that will have
an effect on All India policy, the concerned com-
rade can , send his/her views to the Central
Committee through his/her own committee. It is
the CC that has to decide whether and when
discussion has to be organized.

When a CC member differs with the majority of the
Central Committee on any ideological, political, tactical
and organizational matter and wants his/her view to be
taken to the provincial committees, it will be sent to the
PCs, along with the majority view on the question
involved. Question of organizing a discussion on these
points will be decided by the CC despending on the
importance of the policy raised.

d. When an Inner-Party discussion on All India
scale is demanded by majority provincial com-
mittees or a number of provincial committees
representing majority of Party members.

2. If any member of a committee disagrees with the
political and organizational line of the Central
Committee he/she or they should submit his/her or
their thesis before the Central Committee. If the
Central Committee considers it necessary it may
circulate the documents in the Party within 6
months after the receipt of the documents.
Documents should be circulated by the CC in the
Party with its comments.
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3. Similar inner Party discussion may take place in
the provincial, area/regional or district committee
under the guidance of the Central Committee. The
Central Committee can call a Plenum as and when
it feels necessary.

4. Prior to the Party Congress, conferences, circula-
tion of documents for inner Party discussion at all
levels shall be organized by the Central
Committee. Amendments and resolutions of such
conferences shall be sent to the Central
Committee which will take them into account while
formulating its documents for the Congress.

ARTICLE XIX
Party Periodicals :
1. The Central Committee shall publish an ideologi-

cal political organ of the Party.

2. To fulfill the needs of the Party in the provinces or
regions the provincial or regional committees may
publish the provincial organs. Such published
organs shall be in conformity with the political and
organizational line of the Central Committee.

ARTICLE XX
Party Members Working in Mass Organizations:

Fractions may be formed in the mass organiza-
tions wherever necessary and function in an organized
manner under the guidance of the appropriate Party
Committee.
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* ARTICLE   XXI

Party should pay serious attention to develop lead-
ing cadres from different oppressed sections of society.
For this, due emphasis should be given to consciously
equipping comrades from these sections ideologically,
politically and organizationally for leadership role at dif-
ferent levels.

ARTICLE XXII

Bye-Laws :

The Central Committee may frame rules and bye-
laws under the Party constitution and in conformity with
it. Bye-laws may also be framed by the provincial com-
mittees subject to confirmation by the Central
Committee.

ARTICLE XXIII

Amendment:

The Party constitution may be amended by the
Party Congress if it deems it necessary. Under excep-
tional circumstances, the CC may, by two-third majority,
amend the Constitution subject to approval by next
Congress.

Special Congress of CPI (ML) New Democracy:
September 9, 2014
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NOTE: This Constitution was passed in 1980 Congress and
adopted in 1992 Congress of CPI (ML): Some
amendments were incorporated during 2004
Congress of CPI (ML) and the same was adopted by
the Special Congress of CPI(ML)New Democracy on
September 9, 2014 with few amendments with **stars
and in place of "regional" was changed as
"area/regional". 

* Amendments passed in All India Party Congress,

1st October, 2004.

**Amendments incorporated by the Special Congress of CPI
(ML) ND, September 9, 2014. 
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