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Modi has issued a nationwide call on March22nd

2020 to follow “Janata Curfew” against pandemic Corona.
The people and the political parties who recognized the
danger of corona made the call a success. He immediately
gave a call for a nationwide lockdown from 24th March to
14th April 2020. He called for a second time lockdown
from  14th April to 3rd May2020 before the first one ends.
Once again he called for the lockdown to continue from
3rd May untill 17th May 2020. Depending on the signals,
this time the lockdown is likely to continue for some time
more with partia relaxations. Modi called for lock down in
all sectors. He also announced to maintain physical
distancing, to use sanitisers, to maintain health tips and to
stay at  home. Prior to announcement of such a lockdown,
he did not at all taken into consideration about the well
being of  millions of migrant workers, unorganized sector’s
labourers and workers, small and marginal farmers.  He
could not use his common sense that the  lockdown should
be declared only after the migrant workers are sent back
to their hometowns or where all the necessary arrangements
were perfectly made for them to stay at their work places.
All political parties and mass organizations have criticized
the irresponsible declaration of lockdown announced by
Modi.  Nevertheless, Modi didn’t identify the measures to
be taken and the lapses corrected.

While announcing three lockdowns one after the
other, the Modi government didn’t at all feel concern about
the livelihoods of the people. It has taken no concrete
measures except some eye washing ones. The burdens
faced by migrant workers, workers of unorganized sector,
small and marginal farmers are beyond description. With
Modi‘s declaration the factory owners and the contractors
too started to hire and fire  the migrant labourers;  they
didn’t take care of the migrant laborers and left them for
winds. Due to lack of food, homes, shelter, payments and

no money for conveyance, the migrant workers started to
walk for hundreds and thousands of kilometers to their home
states and districts along with their children. Hundreds are
dead due to various reasons during their walk to reach their
home towns. Yet  humanity did not arise in Modi, he failed
to exhibit his  common sense to express the sympathies to
the deaths migrant workers. After all these developments
occurred, during the declaration of fourth time partial
lockdown too Modi government did not bother about 11
crore  migrant workers and did nothing for them.

During lockdown period both workers belonging to
organizedand unorganized sctors have lost their livelihood;
14 Crore have lost their livelihood. The managements didn’t
pay any heed towards the orders issued by Modi to pay
three months wages to the workers, and  not to remove any
one from their jobs. The managements did not pay salaries
to 89 per cent of the workers. Moreover, the managements
have approached  the courts to say that they can’t pay
salaries for the period of non working days and give security
for their employment. According to a report revealed by
Centre for Labour Research, 92 per cent in Gujarat and 59
per cent workers  in Maharashtra were not  paid any  salaries
by the managements. There is no match  between the words
and deeds of  the governments’ which make loud
announcements about the welfare of the workers. Modi’s
all ideas are focussed  about the welfare of business men
and their profits. Though the managements do not obey his
orders, he shamelessly announced to issue loans plentifully
to assist the companies with 0.5 per cent which can be paid
after six years. When we observe the package announced
by Modi on 13th May 2020,   it becomes  clear that it is fully
capitalists’ biased one and completely  filled with the jugglery
of words and that there is nothing that helps  the working
class and the peasantry.

REJECT THE MODI‘S PACKAGE THAT CAN’T GIVE

ASSURANCE TO THE PUBLIC AND PROVIDE NO SECURITY!

Build movements  for employment, food security

The call of  CPI(M-L)NewDemocracy
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Exciting and gleaming 20 trillion
package of Modi:

When the first lockdown was announced, our party
– the Central committee of CPI(M-L)NewDemocracy had
asked to allocate 10 Lakh Crores for protection of  public
health, and  for the needs of  migrant workers, workers of
unorganized sector, migrant labourers  and other purposes.
For the past 50   days Modi has focused  constantly on
developing the  corporate sector and their profits and
concentrated his attention only on  changing the labour laws
without addressing the needs of the people. At last  on 13th

May 2020, he loudly made a pompous speech announcing
Rs.20 trillion package in the name of  “self-sufficiency”, “self-
reliance” (‘Athma nirbharatha Bharath Abhiyan’). He
escaped from revealing the details telling that Finance
Minister Mrs. Nirmala Sitaraman will disclose all the details.
The Central committee of CPI(M-L) New Democracy
express its serious protest towards Modi’s Rs.20 trillion
package which could not  provide any kind of self-confidence
and assurance to the common people of India who have
been suffering with numerous difficulties and  unspeakable
miseries for the past 50 days.

Finance minister Mrs.Nirmala Sitaraman has
announced a package of Rs.20 trillion for five times and she
announced the consequent proportions. This  package
appears as helpful  only to the rich and shows sempty hands
for the poor. There is a proverb that the BJP government
means government of Bania (business people). Since 2014
Modi government has become the Hindutwa Corporate
government without naked exposure. Havomg fulfilled his
Hindutwa corporate tasks,  in the name serious Financial
hurdles faced by the Indian economy  during  Covid-19
pandemic lockdown period,  Modi announced a huge
package of Rs. 20 trillion with a view to almost entirely
corporatizing Indian economy with one stroke. He took this
step to take the Indian economy in the direction of full
corporatization. He announced his objective was to build
self-sufficient India based on five principles i.e. “Economy,
Infrastructure, Technology, Peoples Needs and Demand”.
Ultiamately when time for allocations came   the allocations
for migrant labourers,  unorganised sector labourers and the
peasantry especially the small and marginal peasantry, who
are still struggling to meet their needs  were  served with
empty plate and water in this huge 20 trillian package as

well! In the name of helping Micro, Small and Medium
Eenterprises (MSMEs) the laws were changed and provided
ways to take some people to the corporate level. If we look
at the sums allocated for the respective sections, the
hollowness of 20 lakh crore package nakedly  exposes itself.
This package is nothing but overtly glittering and inside
hollowness only.

Already Rs.10 Lakh crores  disappeared from Rs.
20 trillion package announced by Modi: at the time first
lockdown Modi announced   1.70 Lakh Crore,  for the
needs Reserve Bank of India (RBI and government welfare
schemes became 10lakh crores already spent).  The
remaining is just Rs.10 Lakh Crores. Accordind to FM
Mrs.Nirmala Sitaraman’s statement, the banks will lend Rs.
3 lakh crores (Rs.three trillion) to MSMEs without any
guarantee for 4 years. The banks will lend Rs.20,000 Crores
to each company. Maratorium would be in force for one
year  on debts and interests. In addition, the government will
keep Rs.50,000crores as special fund forMSMES. Out of
this  one-fifth of amount from Rs. 50,000 Crores would be
provided by the Central Govt. and the remaining will be
provided by such institutions like Life Insurance Corporation
of India (LIC) and so on. So far, these industries need Rs.45,
000 crore and the government is providing  only below 18
per cent. Right now,  there are 70  Lakh MSMEs in the
country. 45 Lakh MSMEs are registering more than Rs.100
crores turnover per annum. About 12 crore workers are
getting employment through these MSMEs. These MSMEs
are registering 45 per cent in exports. The government made
changes in MSME law to recognize some more new
industries as MSMEs. In this way some new industries will
come into this sector. The government has announced to
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pay public sector dues (Rs. 5 lakh crore) immediately to the
MSMEs. Moreover, the law also stipulated that foreign
companies should not participate below Rs.200 Crore
business tenders involved with MSMEs.   The managements
and big business  houses in India are also demanding that the
3 Lakh crores is not enough and it should be increased and
the time bound should be increased to 10 years instead of 4
years to pay the debts. They welcome this package. Modi
want that these industries shall attain a position to plunder
the global market. Cosidering all these developments, the
Modi government is aimed at transforming the majority of
MSMEs into corporate houses by cooperating the MSMEs is
clear.

Observe the distributions in
the rest of the package:

More than 10 crore migrant workers and migrant
labourers are there in India. The data is now available with
the government. We are witnessing the mode of to and fro
journeys from one  state to the other. It is foolish to conclude
that the number of migrant workers and the migrant labourers
is 8 crores. It is cruel to allocate only Rs.3,500 crore to
distribute free ration for 2 months. They   walked hundreds
and thousands of kilometers, even their health is
damaged?What about providing the nutritious food for them?
The government should provide free ration for six months:
nutritious food, free medical facility for the migrant workers
and the migrant labourers for six months. If not so, they may
not be fit to engage in daily wage works and they will die.
Hence the government shall allocate Rs. 5,000 crore for
them. The central government should make them available
with money for ration etc through banks instead of the state
governments. The governments shall issue ration cards for
all migrant workers and migrant labourers. If not so the
migrant workers and the miogrant labourers do not agree to
go to other states for work in future. The central government
alone shall pay them Rs.8,000 per month for the past two
months. The migrant labourers earn Rs. 400-500 per day.
Modi advised to pay Rs.200 per day for their livelihood.
The government shall prepare all records and issue token
numbers to all the migrant workers and migrant labourers.
The government shall implement all legal rights for migrant
workers and migrant labourers. The government shall issue
ration cards to all migrant workers and migrant labourers.

Dead migrant workers and workers
toll over 400:

Till now during lockdown the dead migrant workers
and migrant labourers are more than 400. 74 are dead due
to train and road accidents. 47 are dead due to hunger and
debts. 26 are dead while walking to reach their home towns
and in long ques. 12 are dead due to police brutalities or
state sponsored violence. 40 are dead due to unavailability
of medical facility and agedness. 83 are committed suicides
with corona terror and loneliness. 46 are dead due to
unavailability of alcohol and other reasons. Altogether more
than 400 people are dead during lockdown period. The
central government shall pay Rs.10 lakhs to the family of the
deceased.

* The government has announced Rs. 1,500 Crores
for Mudra-Shishu loans with 2 per cent concession for an
annum. The government shall increase the sum to Rs.3,000
crores and the tenure to two years. The government has
concluded that the nationwide number of street vendors as
50 lakhs and allotted only Rs.5,000 crores. This is most
cruel to count like that. There are Crores of street vendors
throughout the counatry. The allocation in the package for
the street vendors is equal to a crow’s filth in the sea.  The
promise of giving each person a maximum of Rs.10,000 and
to increase credit worthiness in the future for digital payers
are simply deceiving ones.  The government shall allocate a
minimum of Rs.25 thousand crores for them. They have
already lost thousands of crores due to lack of businesses
during  lockdown period. It is atrocious to allocate only
Rs.6,000 crore for adivasis and tribals in the country. March
to May is the important  time for them to collect forest
products and to feed themselves. Throughout this period
they have lost their livelihood due to lockdown. Hence the
government shall allocate at least Rs.10,000 crores for
adivasis and tribals.

* The government has announced to provide
Rs.30,000 crore capital fund in addition to funds given by
NABARD to the 3 crore  farmers. Due to lack of
transportation facilities, marketing facilities and unavailability
of labour,  throughout the country the peasantry could not
bring back their agricultural produce to their homes and they
sold  it at cheaper price and thus lost lakhs of crores  rupees.
They have no reserve fund to incur for the coming Khariff
season. Therefore, it is more imperative to allocate at least
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Rs. one lakh crore capital fund for peasantry. To maim the
farmers FM Mrs.Nirmala Sitaraman declares that the
Essential commodities  Act-1955 will be revised so that they
can freely sell their produce anywhere. She announced to
allocate Rs.one lakh crore grant to provide Farmgate
infrastructure. She has also announced that they will allocate
Rs. 10,000 crore  to regulate micro food companies and
bring national recognition to local products. She  announced
that they are going to start the ‘Green’ scheme  which is
limited only for tomatoes,  onion and potatoes upto now will
also be applied  to all fruits and vegetables. She has
announced the  allocation of  Rs. 500 Crore for this.

* The government has announced Rs.Two lakh
crores to 2.5 lakh farmers, fishermen and live
stock farmers and it will be given through Kisan credit cards.
It is great for namesake, in practice it is just nothing. The
official statements reveal that small and marginal farmers make
up about 80 per cent agriculture of our country. Not only
small and marginal farmers, there are  tenant farmers that are
playing a major role in agriculture.  The tenant farmers too
have badly damaged during lockdown period. In some areas,
the orchards, vegetable fields, paddy fields have been
completely damaged due to untimely rains and winds. In
addition to this  house hold expenses due to no work and no
incomes are added. Hence it is not fair to add fishermen and
herdsmen in the list of loans borrowed through Kisan credit
cards. The government shall allocate Rs.five lakh crores to
this head. Unless  the rural economy would collapse for a
decade. Thereby the entire Indian economy’s collapse  is
inevitable. The government has announced to allocate
Rs.15,000 crore development fund to satisfy the farmers,FM
also announced with this fund they will provide infrastructure
for animal husbandry  and  provide additional value to dairy
industry. The government announced that it has earmarked
Rs.20,000 crore to promote large- scalefisheries  in the sea
and other aquatic resources. Of these Rs.20,000 crore
Rs.11,000 crore are allocated for  the development of fisheries
and Rs. 9,000 crore will be spent for fishing harbors, cold
storages and marketing  facilities etc. In the name of fishermen
all this money will go into the hands of the big capitalists and
the real fishermen will get a zero.

 *Real estate sector also seriously damaged
during the lockdown period. The government has allocated

Rs.70,000 crore under CLSS (Credit Linked Subsidy
Scheme). It is necessary to allocate Rs.One lakh crore to
set right this sector.  Indian economy was suffering recession
by the time of announcing lockdown. There is a fiscal deficit
of Rs.8 lakh crore for the financial year 2020-21.
Subsequently,  lakhs of  crore borrowings  were also made.
The situation would have been in another form if the sum of
Rs.69,000 crore Non Performing Assets (NPAs) of the big
corporate millionaires were not write-off and the black
money in the overseas was brought to India. The central
government has introduced “ Atma Nirbharata Bharat
Abhiyan” scheme to set right the declining Indian economy.
At the time the central government is framing spine breaking
schemes of workers, who are the key source for the countries
wealth creation. Anti-labour ordinances and GOs are being
propped up by the states as a precursor to the easy
swallowing by the Parliament. Anti-workers’ odrdinance of
Uttar Pradesh,  anti-workers GOs of Madhya Pradesh and
Gujarat are more cruel than British colonial enactments. The
ordinances and GOs during the British colonial period acts
like Bengal Regulation Act -7/1819 to capture tea estates in
Assam, Transport of Native Labourers Act-1863 to suppress
the workers in Bengal and Bengal Act-6/1865 provides
power to the police to arrest the workers and to put them in
jail. The workers have waged valiant struggles against all
these acts and as result The Factory Act-1911 came into
existence. Since then many workers struggles were held
during freedom struggle period. As a result The Trade Unoins
Act-1926 and 1935 came into existence. Along with that
The Industrial Establishments (Standing orders)Act- 1946,
The minimum wages Act-1948, the Factories Act-1948
along with many amenities like aternity benefits and Gratuity
have come into existence. Since then many labour laws have
come into force. In the era of  Chaiwala Modi’s rule is
repealing  all those acts  and bringing 72 hours  week, 12
hours working day.  Our party-CPI(M-L)New Democracy
vehemently opposes  these vicious and  anti-labour laws.
The Central Committee of CPI(M-L)New Democracy
appeals to  the  Indian working class to resist the
implementation of these laws. The Central Committee of
CPI(M-L)NewDemocracy calls upon the Indian masses to
expose the hollowness of the 20 lakh crore stimulus package
announced by  speech magician Modi having no money in
hands and to vehemently oppose the anti-people schemes
contained in this huge package . 
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STRONGLY OPPOSE GOVERNMENTS MOVE TO HAND OVER COAL,
MINERALSS AND OTHER 8 VITAL SECTORS TO IMPERIALISTS AND PRIVATE SECTOR!

Beat back government‘s onslaught on trade union rights under corona veil

The Central committee of CPI(M-L)New Demo
cracy  strongly condemn and oppose to Modi government‘s
move to hand over 8 vital sectors to imperialists and the
private sector. It demands the government to withdraw these
proposals immediately. It comments this is a liar method and
a cheating policy to claim that this one is also a part of 20
lakh crore stimulus scheme.

Modi cited that this 20 lakh crore package as  “Atma
Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan”  introduced to set right our economy
became upside down due to COVID-19.  He paved ways
to corporates in the name of helping Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs). Finance Minister Mrs. Niramal
Sitaraman had  continued endless explanation for three days
about allocations made in the package. All political parties
are criticizing the scheme and allocations made in the scheme
so far. There are neither necessary allocations nor legal
proposal for the safety of migrant labourers in the scheme.
They do criticize that Modi government always recites about
the goodness of development of agriculture but no  safe
guarding measures for agriculture and the peasantry.  The
Central Committee of CPI(M-L) NewDemocracy question
the government without explaining the resources for these
allocations, what could be the use with loud shouts of
allocations?

As the government felt it is the favourable situation,
it has widely opened gates for the entry of imperialists and
private capitalists investments on a large scale in to the vital
sectors like coal, minerals, defence products, civil aviation,
space technology, nuclear power and distribution of electricity
in Union Territories etc. The Central Committee of CPI(M-
L)NewDemocracy feel that it is nothing except providing all
chances for endless loot and plunder of imperialists and their
compradar investments in India. The Central Committee of
CPI(M-L) New Democracy also feel that there is no
connection between handing over these 8 vital sectors to
imperialists and private capitalists and the situation rouse due
to COVID-19.  On one hand the rulers are looting our wealth

to imperialists and big bourgeoisie under Corona veil and
on the other hand they are attacking on the workers‘ rights.
They are changing trade union acts.

           Our Central Committee opine that it is the
zenith of pro–imperialist policies of the Modi government
to push the interests of country back to pre-1947 in the
face of globalization. Our Central Committee demand Modi
government to withdraw these steps immediately. Modi
government is opening the doors wide open in economy
and political sectors to loot and plunder of imperialists and
domestic- foreign corporate houses at their wish. The
Central committee of CPI(M-L)NewDemocracy appeal  all
people, party cadres, democrats and the intellects to strongly
oppose these policies brought  forward by Modi
government.

17-05-2020

CPI(M-L)NEWDEMOCRACY CALL

Chandranna
 General Secretary

 CPI(M-L)NewDemocracy
Central Committee
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OPPOSE ANTI-WORKER LAWS BEING

ROLLED OUT UNDER COVER OF COVID 19
Since the past week the Central and various state Government have been issuing various notifications curtailing the rights of

workers.  As many as 10 states have issued notifications amending the Factories Act, 1948. Most of these (States like Uttarakhand,
Gujarat, HP, MP etc) have been issued using the powers under section 5 of the Factories Act. This is clearly misconceived. The powers
under section 5 can only be used in a “public emergency” which has been defined to mean “… a grave emergency whereby the security
of India or any part of the territory thereof is threatened, whether by war or external aggression or internal disturbance.” It is clear that
this provision for exemption from the provisions of the factories act is only to be used in times of war or civil war or such similar

Some states, like Maharashtra and Goa, have exercised power under section 65 (2) of the Factories Ac. This is closer to the
satiation as it exists. This allows relaxations from certain provisions of the act concerning hours of work, weekly off, etc “…to deal with
an exceptional press of work”. But here too, the exemption is to be given to the workers, not to the factories. Further, it has to be to deal
with an exceptional press of work. This is not the case with the notification of the Government.
Given below is a table showing the changes made in various states.
State Hrs/Day Total Hrs/Wk OvertimeHrs/  Qtr Other Changes
Gujrat 12 72 No limit 1.Maximum 6 hrs continuous working and then a break

for min 30 mins 2. Female workers not allowed between 7:00 pm to
6:00 am3. Wages to be paid in proportion of existing wages

Himachal 12 72                  No limit Maximum 6 hrs continuous working and then a break for
Pradesh min 30 minsValid till 20th July
Punjab 12 60 75 1. Spreadover shall not exceed 13 hrs/day (usual being 10.5 hrs)

 2.Wages for additional hours will be twice the ordinary
rate paid for ‘overtime’3. Valid for 3months

Rajasthan                  12 72       No Limit                      Additional 4 hours per day shall be paid as overtime
                        subject to a 24hr/week limit. Valid for 3 months

Madhya Pradesh      12 72       No limit                       Overtime wages paid as per S.59 of the Factories Act.1948. .
Valid for 3 months

Haryana                     12 72       No limit Overtime wages paid as per S.59 of the Factories Act.1948.Valid
till 30th june 2020

Uttarakhand              11 18     (over-time work) 1. Two shifts of 11 hrs each in a day with separate set of
workers  2. One hr break between the two shifts
3. Three hours overtime to pe paid as per rules 4.This
shall apply only to those factories where permission by
administration is given, in view of Covid 195.Valid for 3 months

Maharashtra             12 60          115 1. Two shifts of 11 hrs each in a day with separate set of
workers 2.Wages for additional hours will be twice the ordinary
rate paid for ‘overtime’3. No working shift shall be more than
13hrs including the break4. No overtime for 7 consecutive day
5. Valid till 30th June

Many of the statements in the table above are not mentioned in the notifications themselves but deduced from the law. For

example, Punjab has only exempted from the provisions of section 54 (daily duty limit enhanced to 12 hours) and section 56 (daily

spreadover extended to 13 hours). From this we can deduce that the weekly limit of overtime of 60 hours remains unchanged. As one can

see the notifications are arbitrary and varying. Only the Punjab notification is within the bounds set by section 65 (2). The Maharashtra

notification also broadly follows these bounds but is based on the amendments to the Factories Act made by the State in 2016, which

are themselves under challenge by various unions.

Besides this, the UP Government has come out with an ordinance granting blanket exemption to all employers for three years

from all labour laws barring a few. The few laws which have been kept are section 5 of the payment of wages act (when wages are to be

paid), the workmen’s compensation act, the bonded labour act, the building and other construction workers act (because the government

collects huge cess from all builders from this act) and laws relating to women and children.
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Firstly such a notification is clearly unconstitutional. The
constitution says that “labour welfare” is a subject on the concurrent
list. However, if both that Centre and the state make laws on the
same subject then the central law will prevail unless the state law
has got the assent of the President. Only then will the state law
prevail over the central law in that state. The ordinance does not
show that any assent of the President has been obtained.

Further, it is clear while reading this ordinance that it has
been made after downing two quarters. What is meant by saying
that all labour laws are suspended for three years? What will happen
to the ESI hospitals in the state? Will they close down? Who will
pay the wages of the doctors, nurses and other workers in the ESI
hospitals? Managements will not have to pay any contribution for
three years. Will there be no law to provide for drinking water and
urinals? The Factories Act which provides for this has been
suspended.What will happen to my PF which is already
accumulated? At what rate will interest be paid on that? This can
only be fixed under the Act. If the act is suspended, then how can
such rates be fixed? Will workers not have to give 14 days notice to
go on strike? What will happen to latecomers? The timings and
penalties are all fixed under the Standing Orders Act which is also
suspended. What will happen to Judges and staff of labour and
industrial courts? Will they have a holiday for three years? If they
will continue hearing old cases, what will happen with the result.
The award of the Industrial Tribunal only becomes enforceable
under the Industrial Disputes Act, which is suspended! It is obvious
that none of this has been thought of.

The MP Government has come up with another slightly

different approach but which is almost equally idiotic.   The MP

Government  has issued a notification purportedly under section

36 B of the Industrial Disputes Act, exempting “such industries” of

the state from the provisions of the Industrial Disputes Act except

for the provisions of Chapter V-A and the sections 25 N, 25O, 25P,

25Q and 25R. The condition for such exemption, as per the

notification is that “adequate provision are made by such industries

for the investigation and settlement of industrial disputes of the

workmen employed by them.” Firstly, section 36 B only gives the

power to exempt establishments or undertakings carried on by a

department of that government. Secondly, such exemption is to be

given only when the Government is satisfied that adequate

provisions exist for the investigation and settlement of industrial

disputes in such establishment. It cannot be given earlier on

condition that such machinery will be set up later. Thirdly, the

notification again makes no sense. 25P applies only to

establishments closed before 1976. This has been continued. On

the other hand, the provision for declaring a strike or lock-out illegal

will not remain. The provision that prohibits financial aid to illegal

strikes and lock-outs is also suspended. That means that anybody

can go on strike or lock-out whenever they feel like it. There will be

on conciliation, or reference of any matter to any labour court or IT.

No provision has been made for if the management does not set up

an adequate machinery. This will only lead to anarchy, open street

fighting and murders. The whole machinery to enforce any

settlement that may be reached will not exist.

Here too. What will happen to the labour officers, labour

commissioners,  labour courts and Industrial Tribunals? Since the

very law that creates them is suspended, can they continue to

function? Will no notice have to be given before effecting any

change in service conditions? What about existing awards and

settlements? These are binding under section 18, but the provisions

of section no more apply!

Further, the industries which were under the MPIR act (as

opposed to being under the ID Act) have been removed from the

MPIR act. This means that all industries come under the amended

ID Act as mentioned above.

The MP Government has gone further and purporting to
act under section 5 of the Factories Act (as we mentioned above
section 5 is only for situations of war, civil war or such) it has
exempted all factories from all sections of the factories except for
sections 6 to 8 (which pertain to registering of factories and
appointing inspectors), sections 21 to 41H (about safety) and some
other provisions of times of work. This is also without any
application of mind. This means that there is no need for any urinals
or drinking water to be provided.

During the course of writing this article, a new notification
has been brought to our notice that UP also issued a notification
like the Gujarat notification for the Factories Act. The main UP
ordinance is still awaiting the assent of the President. Many unions
including TUCI will be challenging these notifications in the courts.
The way that the courts have been responding of late does not
leave one with much hope in the courts. However the main question
is that this is a clear attempt to put the whole burden upon the
working class. This is an attempt to test how strong the working
class in India is. It is up to us to show them. We have to use this
opportunity to unite the working class of India and come together
to fight this menace in any method possible.

Even before this present covid crisis, the economy was

seeing a downturn. Even then the attempt was to put the burden

upon the working class. This was to be done through amendments

in the labour laws and also through measures like GST, etc. Then

came covid. The responses of the Government were clearly without

any coherent plan. Now the mess is compounded. Industries have

lain closed for months. The crores of workers in this country and

their families are starving. Lakhs have walked for hundred of miles

to reach their homes only to find destitution and misery there also.

Factories are being restarted with no care for the safety for the

workers. See what happened in Vizag, Neyveli and Chhattisgarh?

Capitalism has shown that it will not only destroy the workers but

also all of humanity. Today is the time for all workers to come together

not only to save the lives of workers but to save humanity itself.
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The novel coronavirus is
a global threat, but the pandemic
has had an uneven impact across
countries and within countries.
Historically, social inequality has
always been extreme in India. However, the lockdown has
sharpened the edges of inequality even further, especially
because of the way it has been implemented. Many coun-
tries have imposed lockdowns but not as stringent and se-
vere as the Indian one. What is more, the largest lockdown
in the world with hardly any safety net was imposed at a
four-hour notice. The sudden decision deprived countless
people of jobs and livelihoods. This has strained the fragile
social and economic fabric far more than it needed to.
A disastrous decision

Nobody is safe from the virus, but some classes are
more protected than others. Class and wealth inequality
means COVID-19 may pose greater risks to some as it
poses a double threat to them. In India, the lockdown favours
the “balcony classes”, with no regard of its consequences
for others. The pandemic has exposed the precarious exist-
ence of millions of migrants who operate the levers of the
informal economy. It required no rocket science to antici-
pate that India’s huge army of informal labour would be the
most badly hit by the lockdown. Repeated extension of the
lockdown has caused economic devastation to workers in
the informal economy as it has left them with no income, no
food and no shelter. The Centre for Monitoring Indian
Economy estimates that about 140 million people have lost
jobs since the lockdown. In brief, pervasive unemployment
or underemployment, a feature of the Indian economy be-
fore the lockdown, worsened after it, and will remain so for
the foreseeable future.

Worldwide, the defining images of India’s lockdown
are the caravans of migrant workers walking hundreds of
kilometres to reach their homes. Bereft of substantive sup-
port from the government or their employers, they want to
escape the city and get back to their villages and families.
Several hundreds of them lost their lives in their desperate

attempt to reach home dur-
ing the lockdown. The
SaveLife Foundation, a non-
profit organisation working
to prevent road accidents,

has recorded nearly 2,000 road crashes and 368 deaths
from March 25, when the lockdown began, to May 16.

The Union Home Ministry had asked shops, indus-
try and commercial establishments to pay wages to workers
during the lockdown but it offered no financial support should
this not happen. Social activist Harsh Mander asked the Su-
preme Court to order the government to pay wages. As
expected, the apex court refused to intervene. However, the
Court intervened and asked the government not to resort to
any coercive action against private companies that have not
paid their workers full wages during the lockdown in accor-
dance with a government order in March. Since then, the
government has dropped the crucial order. Clearly, the Court
has readily accepted the government’s assurance that it was
looking after migrant labourers. But all that the government
had done was take small steps such as providing dry rations
and a paltry sum of ?500, the first of the three instalments of
a sum of ?1,500 relief, to Jan Dhan accounts of women.
Putting the onus on citizens

The Sangh Parivar believes that society has to take
care of itself through self-regulation. Given this world view,
it is no surprise that the BJP government is offering little by
way of a safety net. Rather, Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
in one of his national addresses, asked each citizen to help
nine poor families during the lockdown. This puts the re-
sponsibility for containing the consequences of the pandemic/
lockdown squarely on the citizens, instead of instituting a
government-backed social support system. While the call to
compassion is unremarkable, it has two implications — it
minimises the urgency of state intervention required to deal
with the economic crisis and it passes on the responsibility
to citizens with an emphasis on citizens’ duties as against
citizens’ rights.

Quite the reverse is happening in many other coun-

THE LOCKDOWN HAS HIGHLIGHTED STARK INEQUALITIES
Instead of embracing the welfare state path, the BJP govern-

ment is encouraging greater privatisation

Zoya Hasan
Professor Emerita, Centre for Political Studies, JNU
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tries which have introduced huge relief packages involving
large amounts of government expenditure to provide money
for workers’ wages for up to three months, giving money or
rebates to companies, unemployment allowance or direct
benefit transfers. The Spanish government unveiled sweep-
ing reforms that led to nationalisation of all private hospitals.
The U.K. extended a worker furlough programme that pays
people idled by the pandemic till the end of October. This is
similar to the Paycheck Protection Programme in the U.S.
Both seek to preserve jobs rather than resorting to mass
lay-offs.

In India, transfer of cash in the past two months of
lockdown could have mitigated the most heart-breaking mi-
grant crisis since the Partition in 1947. This was the basic
requirement of justice. But the government failed to transfer
money to the distressed people or to small businesses and
commercial establishments. Failure to do so has exposed
the heartlessness of the BJP government. It refuses to em-
brace the welfare state path adopted by most governments
which believe radical change is essential for restoring a so-
cial balance underlying the welfare state of earlier years. Even
governments ideologically committed to conservatism are
loosening their purse strings. But the BJP government has
done nothing of the sort. In the event, acute distress and
disempowerment of the most vulnerable has further deep-
ened existing social inequalities of Indian society. The
government’s lack of sympathy and concern for the stranded
migrant workers clearly shows that the system doesn’t work
for everyone. No wonder, migrant labourers across India
have told reporters they won’t return to see such humiliation
again.
Greater privatisation

Seen against the scale of distress, the government’s
economic stimulus package is niggardly based on minimal
fiscal cost and minimum social spending. Just about every-
thing is included in the fiscal stimulus ranging from repaying
tax refunds to loans. At this rate, even a good monsoon can
be considered fiscal stimuli. The immediate relief to the people
is not more than 1% of the GDP. The stimulus package has
been rightly dismissed by almost everyone outside the gov-
ernment as too little, too late.

Most shocking is the slew of controversial reforms
announced by the Finance Minister in the last episode of her
five-part serial on the government’s stimulus package. In-
stead of addressing the migrant worker crisis, the govern-

ment has embarked on greater privatisation and further open-
ing the economy to foreign capital. It has thrown open coal,
defence production, space travel, among other areas, to the
private sector. These contentious pieces of economic re-
forms wouldn’t be counted as rescue package anywhere;
moreover, it is wrong and unethical to push them under
lockdown without parliamentary oversight.

The much-derided Mahatma Gandhi National Ru-
ral Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) and National
Food Security Act (NFSA) have come to the rescue of the
people. Ironically, both schemes are legacies of the Con-
gress-led United Progressive Alliance government and both
were hugely criticised by the BJP. MGNREGA was de-
scribed as a “living monument” of Congress failure in ad-
dressing poverty. Now the government has decided to allo-
cate an additional ?40,000 crore to MGNREGA. This is
welcome as it will provide a semblance of relief during dis-
tress in rural India. But in cities migrant workers do not have
even this modicum of social security. The one important les-
son that this pandemic has underlined is the urgent need for
an urban employment guarantee scheme. In the meantime,
generous cash transfers can provide economic security.
However, for this to happen, we need a more humane gov-
ernment responsive to the basic needs of its people

There is, of course, no defending vandalism and loot-
ing, but such spirited defence of property rights on one end,
and utter devaluation of human life on the other – as is evi-
denced by George Floyd’s death or the woes of COVID-
19 – is perhaps at the centre of what ails today’s world.
Watch: Black Lives Matter: When Will India Give Justice to
Its Minorities?

One week after George Floyd’s murder, President
Trump is desperately trying to characterise the groundswell
of unrest as a “law and order” problem, while he skirts around
the question of justice and police brutality. But, no matter
which group he blames for the law and order problems, or
how much he tries to portray himself as a strongman or how
much he threatens military action, the issue remains one of
justice and police brutality. Justice has long eluded the black
community, and not just the black community but the society
as a whole. Indeed, as long as justice is denied, neither peace
nor order shall prevail. It will continue to haunt society.
(The wire  Bedabrata Pain is the director of Chittagong
and a scientist who shuttles between Los Angeles and
Mumbai)

(After  24 th page...)
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ChandrannaComrade Lenin’s struggle against wrong
politics and theories: Lenin as the charioteer
of 1917 October revolution:

Due to wrong politics and theoretical trends and
wrong organizational trends adopted by some leaders within
Russian Communist Party it suffered a split. The Communist
International has advised for an unprincipled unity with such
leaders. Comrade Lenin became alert with the advice given
by the International.  He formulated the ways and means of
how to deal with Second International. His alertness itself
had helped him to wage uncompromising struggle against
right deviation and revisionism of Second international
leaders. It also helped him to pave the  ways for the success
of 1917 October Socialist revolution. This advice helped
comrade Lenin to be more vigilant in  waging  struggle  against
the wrong politics and wrong theories both inside and outside
the party.

7th Conference of Second international was held at
Stutgart in 1907. Comrade Lenin attended to this Conference
as the leader of Russian Communist Party delegation. A great
incident i.e. Russian revolution,  happened after the
Amsterdam Conference held in 1904.  But the Stutgart
Conference did not give  that much priority to discuss about
this  Russian revolution. The reason was that he opportunist
leaders in Second international  were terror-stricken even
to discuss the very  lessons of that  Russian revolution. In
this meeting discussions were held mainly on “Colonial
Policy”. Right wing Social Democrats of Germany insisted
to adopt a new policy i.e.  ‘Socialist Colonial Policy’. Both
the leftists and the Centrists firmly opposed  this.  Finally, the
majority decided to remove the word ‘Socialist Colonial
Policy’.  This amendment scored victory with 127-106 votes.
The  amendment tabled by comrade Lenin and  Rosa
Luxemburg on war and militarism gained victory in the
Conference. They have defeated Bourgeoisie Nationalism
brought forth by German  party leaders and other rightists.

Karl Katsky etc brought forth many revisionist
theories during Kopenhagen Conference held in 1910 and
Basle Conference held in 1912. While being as a Centrist,
Katsky exhibited  left garrulousness. Hence comrade Lenin

strongly commented that ‘his struggle against the rightists is
just a goat’s pompousness’. Comrade Lenin commented like
this about the then Centrists: “revolutionary phrasemongering
and garrulousness is everything but revolutionary practice is
nothing” and there was also a  debate on the theory
advocated by Karl Marx, that the “workers are subjecting
to most pauperism” is applicable even today?.  Katsky
claimed that it is applicable and Lezian told it is not. Each of
them  wrote a book claiming their arguments. Comrade Lenin
commented in this way on their arguments: “whatsoever much
the smoke and fumes exhibited in the actions of Katsky and
Lezian that is mainly a false war. Both are following the  same
general  line. They are travelling with the same rightist line”.
If we observe the phraseology used in the resolution adopted
by Basle Conference, it seems to have called us to take
revolutionary approach against danger of imperialist war.
Neverthless,  the right wing also voted for the resolution.
This is also  a fact that this resolution was adopted amidist
applauses. With this a huge sensation started among all Social
Democratic Parties of the world.

In every party the then revolutionary the traditions
towards the Franco-Prussian (German) war of 1870 reflected
again. Tthe revisionists and the right  opportunists observed
all these developments at  Basle Conference took a temporary
retreat. They felt it was difficult for them  to stand in that
deluge. They decided that it was a wise idea of waiting for a
proper moment. Comrade Lenin neither became  illusioned

Chandram
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nor over joyed towards this resolution. He commented: “They
have provided a big promissory note for us. Let us watch
how do they will implemen it”.  As the great teacher Lenin
visualised about them, as soon as the World War-I was
started, the rightists and the centrists resorted to  a great
betrayal to the proletariat. They started supporting the ruling
classes of their countries against the proletariat in the  name
of  patriotism and nationality. They pursued the stand of
impelling the workers of one country against the other country
for clashes. Thus they buried the teachings of Marx-Engels
to transform capitalist and imperialist wars in  to a civil wars.

Comrade Lenin seriously strived to restrict the right
wing forces from getting upper hand and to expose the
compromising attitudes of Centrists in the second
international:  Along with the revolutionaries of other countries,
the revolutionary forces inside the in Russian communist party,
particularly with the support of comrade Stalin, Comrade
Lenin played a most commendable role in turning the
international towards the revolutionary path. However, the
conditions that led to the emergence and growth of the
Second international and as a result of it that led to the gradual
increase of right opportunism inside the leaders and parties,
ultimately led to the very collapse of the Second international.
The second international was formed with the good intention
of safeguarding the basic interests of the proletariat: However,
ultimately it became the betrayer of their basic interests.  Great
Teachers comrades Lenin and Stalin explained about the
role and the place of Second international in the history in
this way:

 “European war and the world war had bourgeois
and imperialist character. These wars took place for further
loot of other countries and for their markets: These wars
occurred  to crush democracy and working class movements
in different countries and  to deceive, diffuse the unity of the
proletariat of all countries and impel the workers of one
country against the other  to mutually  cut their throats. These
wars were waged with a view to gain profits for the by all
means. The real meaning and importance of this war is only
this much… German Socialist party was the most powerful
party in the  second international. Neverthless, its leadership
directly betrayed to the socialist revolution by extending
support to military budget. Likewise, socialists in some
countries entered into the ministries. This is a much more
betrayal. Thus the treachery committed by the majority of

the Second international leaders  helped to the  collapse of
Second international both ideologically and politically”.

“The collapse of Second international  means the
collapse of opportunism itself. This opportunism was growing
vegetatively  during  one of its stages. Now that stage was
passed. During all these years the opportunists were
opposing the socialist revolution and were supporting the
bourgeois reformism which led to the collapse of Second
international. They rejected class struggle and denied the
historical fact that the class struggle in certain junctures  turns
into civil war and resorted to preach class harmony. In the
name of patriotism they worshipped national chauvinism. In
the name of protection of “fatherland” they forgot the depth
of the quotation in ‘Communist Manifesto’, that  “ there is
no fatherland for the workers”. Fighting against  the military
forces is the task of the proletariat of all countries to wage a
revolutionary war against the bourgeoisie of all countries.
Instead of this, they  understood this as a peace messessage
of Philistines preach for some self-restraint.”

 Before and during the World War-I, right wing
theories emerged in various parties. To debunk such theories
comrade Lenin wrote a book “Imperialism –The highest state
of capitalism” in 1916.  It is a valuable book that enshrined
Marxism in the era of imperialism. It is a special and important
book that showed light for the world proletariat.

As comrade Lenin grasped the attitude of
opportunists much in advance towards the war felt the of
founding a new international.  He came to Switzeland in 1914
from exile in Galeeshia. Immediately after his coming, he
drafted a manifesto on war. Russian Bolsheviks accepted
this manifesto. The Bolsheviks, afterwards continued their
revolutionary movement based on this manifesto. Afterwards,
they organized the ultra-leftists belong to Second international
for joining in the new international. They resorted to continue
Russian revolution by implementing the slogan “convert the
imperialist war into civil a war”.
1917 October revolution and its characteri
stics: Establishment of Third International:

The Bolshevik Parliamentary representatives have
voted against the entry of Tsar Emperor in World War-I.
They took up necessary measures for propaganda and
organization. On the other hand Russian War minister was
an agent for Germany. He conspired without providing the
weapons to Tsar military in the battle field. Finally they handed
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over the arms to German high command. All these together
have led to the defeat of Russian Tsarist military in the world
War-I. In these conditions, the revolution started with January
9th strike in 1917. By 2nd February more than 2 lakhs
workers were already engaged in strike.  On 26th February
slogans like “War should be ended” and “food and shelter
should be provided” resounded all over Russia. This political
strike and political statement started taking the form a revolt.
The workers  disarmed the police and other officials.

On 26th February1917 an incident having the
prominence of revolution was occurred. The reserve battalion
of ‘Pevalasky Regiment’ fired at the cavalry troops haunting
the workers. Mainly the working women had strived to play
a crucial role to bring the reserve battalion into revolution.
On 26th February Petrograd Central Bureau led by Malatov
had given a  call the people to over throw the Tsar
government. It had called the workers to establish
“Provisional Revolutionary Government”.  Since 26th

February 1917 the soldiers have rejected to fire at the
workers. Thousands upon thousands of workers started
joining  the revolution. They have arrested the Tsar’s ministers
and the military officials. They have released revolutionaries
and political prisoners from the jails. Thus bourgeoisie
democratic revolution was succeeded in Russia in Feb -1917.

While the Bolshiviks were ralling the people and
continuing their revolutionary struggles in streets, the
Menshiviks and the Social Revolutionaries, on the other hand,
were busy to gain key  positions in the soviets. Thus they
succeeded to gain majority in the Soviet Executive positions.
They had a secret treaty with liberal bourgeoisie delegates.
They established a provisional government under the
leadership of Prince Lavos without the knowledge of the
Bolshiviks. In this way dual power came into existence in
Russia. On one hand, the bourgeoisie dictatorship established
in the form of provisional government, on the other hand,
the workers-peasants dictatorship was established in the form
of workers-soldiers Soviet.

The promises made by the Menshiviks could have
maintained the people in delusions for some time. But the
ongoing developments didn’t allow their tricks and pranks
for a long time. In these conditions comrade Lenin’s direct
leadership was needed for the movement. Hence on 3rd April
1917 comrade Lenin arrived in Russia from exile. Immediately
he jumped into the  revolutionary programmes. On  4th April

1917 he attended to the Central Committee meeting, St.
Petersburg party committee meeting, the workers soviets
meeting and all Russian Bolshiviks meeting and introduced a
report. This is well known as “April Thesis”. Comrade Lenin
told like this in that report: “the uniqueness of the sit ation in
Russia today is that the revolution has to transform from the
first stage to the second stage. In the first phase of revolution
power was handed over to the bourgeoisie because of
inadequate class consciousness and oragnisational
incapability. In the second stage  the power should come
into the hands of the working class and the peasantry”.

The war being conducted under the leadership of
the provisional  bourgeoisie government is also an imperialist
war, he said. Hence he called the Russian people to fight
against this war of aggression.  As almost all leaders of all
Social Democratic parties in different countries  have betrayed
to socialism, he proposed to change the name of the party
as “Communist Party”. He suggested the establishment of a
new international, i.e. Third international  which provides no
space for opportunism and national chauvinism.

Bourgeoisie parties and the compromising parties
with them  have rejected April thesis of  comrade Lenin.
Capitalist class developed enormous hatred about Lenin’s
name and his mission— socialist revolution. The bourgeoisie’s
rancor went to that extent of waging a virulent campaign that
comrade Lenin had  contacts with German military command.
The Menshiviks loudly shouted that Lenin was serving the
reactionaries, the threat to revolution was increasing and hence
Lenin and his followers should be resisted with full
determination. Plekhanov remarked that the April thesis is
nothing but  an “insane bragging”. Trautsky gave a slogan of
permanent revolution. Kamanev, Raikov, Vyavakov also
rejected April thesis. They had expressed and propagated
various opinions that the time for socialist revolution in Russia
did not yet  ripe and  that socialist revolution is impossible in
a single country and so on.

Within two or three weeks time all Bolshevik party
units adopted the April thesis. The  all Russian Bolshevik
conference held on  April 24-29,1917  in Petrograd had
adopted the April thesis. The conference affirmed the teaching
that there was chance for the victory of socialism in a single
country.  Comrade Stalin placed “A Report on the problems
of Nationalities’ in the conference. This conference also
accepted the proposal of establishing the Third Communist
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International. The bourgeoisie stood up as a ferocious and
arch enemy against the working class in their struggle to
achieve the slogan “All powers to the Soviets”. Those who
were with compromising nature stood as slaves to the
bourgeois class.

 Under the leadership of comrade Lenin, responding
to the call of Bolshevik party huge demonstrations were held.
Huge May Day demonstrations and rallies were also held.
The Central Committee gave call to all the workers to conduct
elections to the Soviets and replace the  genuine delegates
removing the compromisers.  As the revolutionary movement
was  advancing with leaps and bouds,  the bourgeois class
resorted to new tactics.  It felt that it could  defend itself by
waging counter attacks in the battle field. Kerensky thought
to get approval from the Soviets for his counter attacks in
the battle field. He arranged the Soviets’ conference. Majority
Soviets agreed with Kerensky’s proposal.  Minority Soviets
opposed his proposal. But the situation outside the
conference was  favourable to Bolsheviks. Only in this
background the 6th conference was held secretly in Petrograd
itself in July 1917. Although comrade Lenin could not attend
to this conference yet comrade Stalin explained comrade
Lenin’s suggestions to the conference. To capture the power
through force, they worked out a necessary and
comprehensive plan in the conference.

The counter–revolutionaries did make all
preparations for their military dictatorship in Russia.
According to their treaty with the US, the UK and French
governments they handed over this task to Karnilov, the Field
Marshal. The party issued a  call to the people to wage civil
war against Karnilov. It had clarified to the people that there
was no need to protect the provisional government. The
workers, peasants and the Red Guards under the leadership
of Bolshivik party suppressed the Karnilov’s revolt. They
arrested Karnilov, his followers and the conspirators. By
September 1917, the party could make the people realize
that the country would be liberated only after the overthrowing
the provisional government. The peasants started to drive
away the land lords and  distribute land and agricultural
implements. Favourable waves for the people had also begun
even in the military.

Exactly on this moment, comrade Lenin wrote a great
book “State and Revolution”. He taught like this: “Having
overthrown the capitalist system and until  the building  of a

classless society – that is, communism- there would be only
one class dictatorship throughout this historical phase. Only
those who perceive it are adept at comprehending the
doctrine of Marx concerning the State machinery… the
transformation from capitalism to communism inevitably
provide various political forms. However, its essence is the
same. That is the dictatorship of proletariat”. Comrade Lenin
wrote a letter to Moscow committee and Petrograd
committees telling that  “Bolshiviks shall seize power”. He
wrote a letter to the Central committee with an entitle
“Marxism and Armed Rebellion”. In this way comrade Lenin
had further enriched  the teachings of the great teachers on
Rebellion. Comrade Lenin secretly arrived to Petrograd on
7th October 1917 to provide  direct leadership to the
rebellion.

He explained to  the Central committee meet held
on 10th October 1917 ‘all that needs to be completed  is an
armed rebellion’. The Central Committee implemented with
perseverance   the Marxist teaching on rebellion as an art
and practiced it with determination. All the Central committee
members were dispersed to their respective places. As the
Central committee decided to organize rebellion on 25th

October1917, but  this  secret was revealed to the enemy
by the traitors like Kaminev and Zinoveev.

Hence, they changed the date to 24th October instead
of 25th October 1917.  By 25th early morning, Kerensky
government was dethroned. By 10o clock on the same day
comrade Lenin’s declaration was appeared. Comrade Lenin
declared in this way: “The Provisional government was
dethroned. The power came to the hands of  Petrograd
workers- military representatives, and to hands of the
revolutionary military committee- the nerve centre of the
Soviets. The revolutionary military committee  of Petrograd
providing the leadership to the  working class  and the military
force… the people for which cause they fought was achieved
i.e   for the sake of immediate democratic peace, for the
abolition of landlords’ ownership on the land and  for the
control of workers on their  production were achieved…
Lenin declared  “Let the workers and peasants revolution
flourish!”.

The victory of  1917 October Socialist Revolution
was  not confined to Russia alone. This is the firstever  victory
in the history of the mankind that the poor had attained state
power by utilizing their will    and vigor to over throw the
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state machinery through  force by the workers. This was the
first revolution  which  had practically proved the correctness
of the theory of class struggle taught by  Marx and Engels
through their well known “Communist Manifesto”. This was
the revolution that had affirmed   the lessons of  1871 Paris
Commune and the  lessons of  1905 Russian revolution.
This is the revolution that recorded its firstever  victory under
the leadership of comrades Lenin and Stalin, especially
comrade Lenin. This is a grand victory for comrade Lenin’s
theoretical, ideological, political and tactical struggles against
the well seated right wing forces and the revisionists in the
Second international. The sacrifices, strivings made by the
workers, peasants and the soldiers under the flag of Russian
Communist party andunder  the leadership of comrades Lenin
and Stalin for the victory of great  October Socialist
Revolution in 1917 were unprecedented,  exceptional,
exhilarating and extraordinary. This is a revolution that would
always live forever  as a great history in the annals of human
history.
Comrade Lenin’s struggle for making  success of
building  socialism in a single country:

Menshiviks (revisionists) in Russia and the leade rs
of Second international  argued that Socialist revoltion was
impossible  in a single country.  They also argued that even if
it succeeded its retention is not possible. Comrade Lenin
condemned  the arguments of such people were wrong.
Comrade Lenin applied teachings of Marx and Engels to the
concrete conditions in Russia. He successfully led the October
revolution by applying suitable and concret tactics to the
concrete conditions of Russia. Prior to the revolution in
Russia, the bourgeois classes of Britain, France and Germany
tried to protect Kerensky government. Even after the victory
of the revolution they continued their conspiracies to nip in
the bud the socialist state in its infantine stage. During the firt
world war, the imperialist countries who had fought and tried
to  cut one another’s  throats to gain their dominance, unitedly
came forward to strangle the firstever socialist state in it’s
embrionic stage itself. The then influenza epidemic popularly
in the name of “Spanish Influe” like today’s Covid-19 had
spread to all countries through their soldiers who participated
in the world War-I during 1918-19. Then more than 16
million (1.60 Cr) Indians also died due to this deluge. More
than 10 Crore people died throughout the world due to the
deluge of “Spanish Flu”. Within a  few weeks after the  success

of October revolution in Russia that deluge spread even to
the infatine socialist state. It had then  become a heavy burden
to Russia which was already suffering with drought and
epidemic diseases like the palm fruit fell on the stashing fox.
Comrade Lenin appealed to all the imperialist  countries to
fight together against this great disaster “Spanish Flu”.
However, the 11 imperialist countries had  focused their entire
concentration on the destruction of firstever socialist state in
the world instead of saving the humankind from this disaster.
Even in these grave conditions, comrade Lenin constituted a
sub-committee in 1918  to maintain Public health care system.
He called upon the people to show also the same
perseverance against these infectious diseases, which they
had  exhibited during the civil war. Thus comrade Lenin gained
lot of support from the masses to prevent ‘’Spanish Flu” in
Russia.

He designed a scheme to improve public health apart
from formulating  new tactics to face the imperialists. He
prepared to safeguard infantine socialist state. Therefore he
prepared for the  “Brestlitovsky Treaty” even by handing
over some part  of land to the imperialists as a compromise.
After the world War-I and October revolution too, the
Mensheviks and the revisionists of Second international
colluded with the imperialists against the socialist state.  They
nakedly exposed themselves as traitors before the proletariat.
On one hand, comrade Lenin while continuing the  ideological
struggle against Mensheviks, revisionists and the imperialists,
on the other hand, he doctored new tactics to stabilise the
Russian economy, to rally  the  people behind the socialist
state and to put an end to the destructive tactics of the
enemies. He temporarily  setaside the then policies of “War
communism” and doctored “New Economic Policy” and
implemented it. Conspiracies occurred aimed at finishing
comrade Lenin, the great teacher who was working with lot
of efforts  to safeguard the Russian people and the firstever
socialist state by all means. In this background comrade Lenin
died on 21stJanuary 1924.  Thus the charioteer of  firstever
socialist revolution and founder, builder of firstever  socialist
country passed away from us.

Comrade Lenin’s work remains eternal in
the history of the humankind:

Comrade Lenin had relentlessly worked for 40 years
to build a revolutionary proletarian party and for formulating
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revolutionary tactics: He strived for enrichment of Marx and
Engels teachings in the arenas of ideological, theoretical and
political struggles. He waged struggle against the Menshiviks
and the revisionists of the Second international. He worked
hard to preserve the sanctity of Marxism. He founded the
Third Communist international  and laid foundations again
for development of world communist movement. He had
further  enriched “Das Capital” written by  Marx through his
classical writing “Imperialism-The highest stage of
Capitalism”. The policies of globalization and neo-liberalism
that we observe today are further validating the correctness
of the formulations set out in his book “Imperialism the highest
stage of Capitalism”. The presennt day  globalization policies
have increased the value and reputation of the book
Imperialism the highest stage of Capitalism” to a stellar level.

 This 22nd April 2020 is the 150th birth anniversary
of comrade Lenin. He has provided with many classic writings
for us. His writigs like  “What is to be done?”, “One step
forward and Two steps backward”, “ Two tactics of
Peoples` democratic revolution”, “ Ultra communism-an
infantile disorder”, “State and Revolution”, “Proletarian
revolution-Renegade  Katsky”, and “Imperialism the highest
stage of capitalism” are  some of the  precious works written
by comrade Lenin. These works have provided with the
Communist Party Organisation, the weapon “Criticism and
Self-criticism” to the party ranks. These writings taught us
that without defeating revisionism within the ranks of the
proletarian party, we can’t establish a socialist state by waging
struggle against the capitalists. Comrade Lenin enriched
Marxism to a new level in economy, polemics, military,
theoretical and ideological wings. Comrade Lenin explained
about  state structures, the policies, rules and regulations
during the stage of transformation from socialism to
communism in the following way:

“The exploiters class–landlords and the capitalists-
did not disappear. It does not disappear suddenly during the
stage of  proletarian dictatorship.  The exploiters are
destroyed but not wiped out. They have still  their international
base in the form of international capital. They represent one
of its branches.  Still  they have kept some part  of means of
production in their hands. Still they have money. Still they
have got wide spread social relations. Because they were
defeated, their resistance strength increased a hundred,
thousand folds. The art of running the State structure, the

military and the financial management gives them an upper
hand. It is a big privilege for them. Thus their superiority is
comparatively greater than their strength appear among the
people. This means, the class struggle against the working
class by the overthrown exploiters has become  incomparably
more intense. If we are talking about a revolution (as it was
done by every hero  in the Second international) in place of
this understanding  if we do  not grow illusions in reforms,
this would not be any other case”. (Economy and Politics in
the era of  proletarian dictatorship-October 1919)

Many communist parties in the world could not bring
revolutions in their countries in the light of comrade Lenin’s
teachings. Some parties  changed their colour in the middle
and betrayed  the revolutions. Comrades Stalin and Mao
worked hard with determination to implement comrade
Lenin’s teachings in Russia and China. They waged a
commendable struggle for the development of  socialist
societies. However, during their time itself revisionists
emerged inside the parties. The revisionists had run the parties
quite against the teachings of great teachers comrades Lenin,
Stalin and Mao. The revisionists have assassinated the
followers of comrades Stalin and Mao: They had arrested
many followers of them  in a conspiratorial manner; the
revisionists have sacked them from the positions power. The
revisionists have captured the parties as a whole.  As a  esult
of this  restoration of capitalisms have taken place  in these
countries. These countries have transformed into social
imperialist and imperialist countries.  The very painstaking
results of socialist revolution and the firstever socialist state
achieved by comrade Lenin  collapsed. Finally, the Soviet
Union was torn  into pieces, much like the dogs torn. These
developments occured in Russia and China should,at least
now, become the eye openers to the Communists around
the world.  On the occasion of  150th birth day of great
teacher comrade Lenin, the rank and file of CPI(M-L) New
Democracy, once again, should take their oath for studying
and implementing the writings of comrade Lenin’s.  Let us
mame a solemn pledge  for studying the teachings of great
teachers  Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao and to
implement them with dedication! Whatsoever new
developments may take place, there will be  no death  for
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Ze-Dong’s thought!

Long live Marxism-Leninism-Mao Ze Dong thought!!

Long live Leninism!
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Ten people have been died, hundreds of
people have become ill, trees were burnt and
animals and birds were fallen as a  result of
poisonous chemical gases leaked from South
Korea based LG Polymers industry situated in
RR Venkatapuram village near Gopalpuram in
Visakhapatnam city, the Central Committee of
CPI(M-L)NewDemocracy express its deep felt
shock at this incident.

 A heavy gas Styrene was leaked from LG
Polymers in the early hours and spread to 5
Kilometer radius and as a result many people run
on to the streets suffering suffocation, collapsed
on the streets and 10 people have been died ,
hundreds have become unconscious and became
ill, these incidents are creating tension. Many
people are seriously suffering from eye burning,
itching, suffering to take breath etc problems.

The Central committee of CPI(M-
L)NewDemocracy demand the government to
shift the people to safe places on a war foot basis
and to provide best medical care facility to the
victims who are on ventilator. We also demand
the government to deploy veterinary doctors on
the field on war foot basis to save animals and
birds.

We demand immediate closure of LG
Polymers, immediate arrest of the management
and to hold a comprehensive inquiry with high
level committee into this incident. The
government shall treat it as a most criminal activity
to open LG Polymers during lockdown period.

We demand the government to pay a
compensation of Rs. One crore to the each
deceased family, to pay Rs. 25 lakhs to the victims
who are on ventilator;  to pay compensation to
animals based on comprehensive assessment by
the concerned department; the management and
the government shall bear all the medical expenses
till the victims get fully recovered from their ill
health.

The government should recognise that the
victims of Bhopal gas leakage in 1984 are still
suffering from life threatening illness and
Visakhapatnam incident should not be treated in
an easy manner. Depending on what the
environmentalists say, the government shall take
more precautionary measures due to the fact that
the toxic Styrene gas becomes more dangerous
when it reacts with Oxygen and remain in the air
for several days.

The Central Committee of CPI(M-L)New
Democracy  strongly demand high level inquiry
into this incident and to punish the management
severely. The Central Committee of CPI(M-
L)NewDemocracy demand the government to
allow all political parties to visit Visakhapatnam
to examine and to know the facts of the incident
and to provide self confidence to the people who
were terrified with Styrene gas leakage.

Hold a comprehensive inquiry with a high level
committee on Visakhapatnam gas leakage incident!
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CPI(M-L) NewDemocracy Central Committee demand

07-05-2020

Chandranna

General Secretary

CPI(M-L)New democracy
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Comrades,
Corona crisis occurred at a time when 4 anti-worker Labour
Codes were already being finalized by the Modi government
abolishing 44 labour laws. Now on the pretext of the Corona
crisis, the Modi government and various state governments
have waged a war not against Corona but against the working
class of the country.

The central government and various state
governments are active to end the legal rights of the workers
at one go, acquired by the workers as a result of the struggles
in last hundred years, including the 8-hour workday right
achieved from the sacrifice of the martyrs of the historic May
Day, suspending/diluting labour laws and proposing 12 hour
workday.
The attacks on labour rights by state
governments
The central government is preparing to bring 3 labour codes
through ordinance and has freezed DA for central government
employees and pensioners till July 2021. On the other hand
the state governments are issuing ordinance/orders to suspend
labour laws or implement 12 hour working day.

The Uttar Pradesh government has approved an
ordinance exempting all establishments, factories,
andbusinesses from the purview of most labour laws for over
three years (1000 days). Laws that would no longer apply
include the Minimum Wages Act, Trade Unions Act, Industrial
Disputes Act, Factories Act, Contract Labour Act, Payment
of Bonus Act, Inter-State Migrant Workmen Act, Working
Journalists Act, Employees’Provident Funds and
Miscellaneous Provisions Act. This ordinance is now pending
approval of the central government.

In Madhya Pradesh, all provisions, except Section
25 of the Industrial Disputes Act, have been relaxed, working
hour has been extended to 12 hours a day, establishments

Against suspension/dilution of labour laws, 12 hour working day, severe crisis of migrant
and unorganized workers, retrenchment-unemployment-starvation, negligence in social,

economic and health security for working class
Against the dangerous attacks of the capitalists-government on the working class under

the pretext of corona-crisis

Join All India Protest on 22 May 2020!
Prepare for the continuous, militant and decisive struggle of

the working class!

employing less than 50 workers have been excluded from
inspection under various labour laws, In industries with less
than 100 labourers, exemptions have been given from
provisions of the Madhya Pradesh Industrial Employment
(Permanent Order) Act, fixed term employment has been
approved, a provision has been made to maintain a single
register instead of various registers under labour laws and to
file a single return instead of 13 now, under the Factory Act,
exemption has been given to factories from inspection for a
period of three months.
Gujarat CM Vijay Rupani has declared that Gujarat is
planning to exempt new projects from provisions of labour
laws if the unit will work for at least 1,200 days. Gujarat has
declared 12 hour working day.
Maharashtra has made exemption of section 51,52,54,56
of Factories Act and has allowed extension of working hour
upto12 hours a day.
Other states like Rajasthan, Assam, Punjab, Himachal
Pradesh, Orissa and Pondicherry (UT) have also
moved for amendments in the Factories Act to raise the
working hours from 8 to 12 hours per day.
20 lakh crore package for the industrialists

The declarations of the “promised package” of 20
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lakh crore is focused on the availability of loans from banks
with government guarantee. The past history shows that even
the industrialists who took loans from the banks with their
own guarantee did not repay and the government wrote off
those debts. The possibility is high that the industrialists may
not repay this time too, and the burden will indirectly be
shifted on the shoulders of common people. The reduction
in employers’ PF contribution is an attack on workers. This
package does not say anything about non payment of salary
in the lockdown period.

There is almost no government relief for the working
people in the package. Right now the focus of the government
is on one subject, that the capitalists should not face any
hindrance in earning profits. They should be able to “hire
and fire” workers and exploit them with freedom. The entire
burden of Corona crisis and economic crisis is being imposed
on the working masses. That is why different state
governments are going ahead in a hurry to suspend or
‘reform’ the labour laws. In this aspect, all governments, be
it BJP-ruled states, Congress-ruled state or other non-BJP
states, are demolishing rights of workers.
The privatization drive goes faster
Today the ongoing imperialist process of liberalization,
privatization, globalization is being covered up with the fake
term of ‘self-reliance’. In the five-part announcement of 20
lakh crore by the Finance minister, there is open
announcement for rapid privatization of key public sectors.
The privatization of mining sector, up to 74% foreign FDI in
defense sector, privatization of 12 airports, private investment
in space sector, PPP model in nuclear power sector etc are
only mirroring the policy of Modi government to hand over
the public sectors, stood on the sweat and blood of Indian
people, to private players, including Ambani-Adani.
Increasing authoritarianism in time of corona/
lockdown

With the pretext of corona-crisis, the government
has openly serving the interest of capitalist class in an
increasingly authoritarian manner. Working masses are
suffering most due to corona crisis – jobs are gone, savings
are gone, no condition to pay rent or ensure two times meal.
But it is so pathetic that the government, instead of giving
them required relief, is responding with repression.

It is evident that the measures taken will increase
job loss, abolish job security, dilute industrial safety and
increase industrial accidents and throw a huge majority of
workforce out of any legal safety net. This will push back
the gains of working class struggle for basic rights and

dignified job by a hundred years. Especially the migrant and
unorganized workers will severely suffer. The legal route to
relief will also be closed. To combat the unrest of working
masses, growing authoritarianism seems to be response of
the government.

On the other hand, with the pretext of corona crisis,
mandatory Arogya Setu app has been a device for mass
surveillance. Instead of giving relief to the migrant workers,
the state is strengthening its surveillance
machinery.
The initiation of bonded labour condition in
production
The chains of capitalist exploitation are being strengthened
on workers, working hour is being extended, and even their
freedom of mobility is being snatched for the requirement of
production and profit. The basic rights of workers like the
right to get organized and form unions is quite difficult to
protect now even in presence of labour laws. If the labour
laws are suspended or diluted further, we can think of the
situation of workers in that case. The government is trying to
snatch the basic rights away from the workers with the
argument that the dilution of labour laws can lead to higher
productivity and employment, which is a refuted claim even
in bourgeois economic understanding. This is going back to
feudal or slave production model.
Crisis of migrant workers amidst
irresponsi ble lockdown
Corona crisis has exposed the class injustice and insensitivity
of the system. It has shown clearly how thegovernment
policies are driven to insure the profit of Indian and foreign
capital. It has shown how precariousthe condition of migrant
and unorganized workers is. The pictures are all around us –
how millions of hungryand thirsty migrant workers’ families
are forced by the irresponsible lock-down with to walk
thousands of miles on the roads towards their home, the
police is beating them, train-truck-bus crushing them.

The government should have arranged that the
workers should retain their jobs after lockdown and get full
salary for the lockdown period, arrange transport free of
cost for their going home back. Instead, government and the
capitalist class has denied them human dignity and respect.
The inability and compromise of established central trade
unions also has contributed to the crisis of migrant workers.
The workers seem disarmed of any organized strength or
bargaining capacity in front of the capitalists. And, the social
discrimination plays a role to further it. People at the margin
bear the brunt. Majority of migrant and unorganized workers
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today sufferingthe most are women, dalit and adivasi.
Death of workers exposes the cruelty of
profiteering system
The anti-worker attitude of the government has put nearly
500 workers to death. The government has forcibly
stopped the migrant workers to keep the industrial
production running and suppressed them in their attempts to
go home. When the workers revolted, only a few trains were
started, but their fare is also being charged from the workers.
The accidents have shown that in this profiteering system the
workers are disposable. The government is only ensuring
how easily the workers can be used to earn maximum profit.
Ruling power serves the Indian and foreign
companies in the pretext of nationalism and
self-reliance

All these are being done in the name of national
interest and self-reliance. The government on one hand
makes fool of the working masses with terms like nationalism
or self-reliance and on the other hand opens up foreign FDI
in defense sector up to 74%. The government on hand beats
up the workers on their way to home, and on the other hand
arranges air travel for the rich Indians stranded abroad. It
denies basic health facility to its people and exports medicine
to US after Trump threatens India. It is clear that their
nationalism is fake and bows before imperialist powers.

Actually, the attack on the working class is going on
in cover of fake nationalism and poisonous plays of religious
division and hatred. The workers get divided and the attack
gets more intense. They are pushed towards campaigns of
fake nationalism, jingoism and communal hatred, and their
attention is diverted from the massive attacks on their rights.
The court sides with the capitalists
The Supreme Court does not even listen to the plight of
migrant workers. It justifies the salary cut by employers. The
Supreme Court stands exposed with its anti-worker bias
and pro-government position as it rejects the PIL demanding
arrangements for migrant workers going back home with
derogatory comments, declaring costs on people filing PILs
demanding workers interests, accepting false information of
Modigovernment on the issue of migrant workers crisis etc.

Call of MASA
Mazdoor Adhikar Sangharsh Abhiyan (MASA)
demands immediate withdrawal of all ordinances /
orders issued by various state governments allowing
anti-worker practices in the pretext of COVID-19crisis.
MASA demands the central government and all state

governments to take immediate steps to protect the
rights and interests of workers in this hour of crisis -
including secure jobs and full salary for all, universal
health and social security, effective amendment to the
Inter-State Migrant Workermen Act for migrant
workers’ rights, provision of free and adequate
transport for their return to their home, strong
measures for industrial safety and security, DA for
employees and pensioners and end of app based and
electronic surveillance mechanism.
Central trade unions have declared nationwide protest
program on 22 May 2020 against the anti-labour policies of
the government. The government’s anti-worker policies are
so dangerous that even the BJP-RSS connected trade union
BMS has been forced to take a protest program on 20 May
against its own government under pressure from the workers.
Mazdoor Adhikar Sangharsh Abhiyan (MASA) actively
supports the program of All India Protest Day on 22nd

May 2020. MASA calls upon the working class to
convert these protests into a continuous, militant and
decisive struggle of working class against the attacks
of capitalists and government.

Today, the anger of the workers is coming out on
different levels against the anti-worker attacks. But the war
that the capitalist-government has waged against the working
class, the working class will have to answer it only through
organized resistance and class struggle against them. Today
is not the time to remain silent, it is time to raise our voice to
protect our rights and to free the entire working class from
capitalist slavery, otherwise the working class will be pushed
back to a slavery of hundred years back. Let us get up and
unite and give a befitting reply to the anti-worker policies of
the governments. Only then we will be able to move towards
building a better society, liberation from the exploitation-
repression-starvationunemployment of the toiling masses!



RISING

NEWDECRACY

JUNE

21

Joint Press Statement by Central Trade Unions released on 15th May
2020 “Central Trade Unions to Fight Back Attempts of Draconian
Changes in Labour Laws“Nationwide Protest on 22nd May 2020“

“The joint platform of Central Trade Unions in their
meeting held on 14th May 2020 took note of the critical
situation for the working people in the country during the
Lock down period and decided to enhance united actions
to meet the challenge. “Taking shelter under the umbrella of
COVID-19 Pandemic, every day the Govt. is taking one or
other decisions to attack the working class and common
people of the country who are already in deep distress and
miseries in the midst of lockdown in the country. The Trade
Unions independently and unitedly have made several rep-
resentations to the Prime Minister and Labour Minister in
this regard as well as about the rampant violations of the
government’s own directives/advisories in regard to pay-
ment of full wages to workers during lock down and non-
termination of employment but in vain. Similarly all the an-
nouncements made by the government in regard to ration
distribution, even meager cash transfer to women and se-
nior citizens, etc have failed at the ground level and did not
reach the majority of the beneficiaries.“ “As the mass of the
working people have been subjected to inhuman sufferings
owing to loss of jobs, loss of wages, eviction from residences
etc. reducing them to hungry non-entities in the process of
48 days lockdown, the Govt. of the day at the centre is
aggressively moving to push the working people into virtual
slavery. In desperation the migrant workers have been walking
for several hundreds of miles on roads, on railway tracks,
through fields and jungles to reach their homes with several
precious lives having been lost on the way due to hunger,
exhaustion and accidents. But even after three spells of
lockdown, all announcements of Govt. including the latest
one on 14th May 2020 did nothing for relieving the com-
mon people and workers from the miseries they are suffer-
ing except making tall claims and statements far away from
truth, displaying cruel insensitivity to the miseries and dis-
tress of majority of the populace.  Now the Government at
the centre, in a most dubious manner, taking advantage of
prolonged lockdown period, has been targeting the rights of
the workers and the trade unions towards abrogation of
labour rights. It has taken the strategy of letting loose their
pliant state governments to take such anti-worker and anti-
people autocratic measures and many other state govern-

ments are being made to follow the same path to the detri-
ment of the rights and livelihood of workers. The advisories
to this effect are being sent to the state Governments from
the Ministry of Labour and Employment Government of In-
dia..“ “UP government has brought a draconian ordinance
titled “Uttar Pradesh Temporary Exemption for certain labour
laws ordinance 2020” under the guise of facilitating eco-
nomic activities. With one stroke 38 laws are made defunct
for 1000 days (almost three years) and the remaining are
only section 5 of Payment of Wages Act 1934, Construc-
tion Workers Act 1996, Compensation Act 1993 and
Bonded Labour Act 1976 which remain functional. Those
laws made defunct include Trade Union Act, Industrial Dis-
putes Act, Act on Occupational Safety and Health, Con-
tract Labour Act, Interstate Migrant Labour Act, Equal Re-
muneration Act, Maternity Benefit Act etc.“ “Madhya
Pradesh Government has brought drastic changes in Facto-
ries Act, Contract Act and Industrial Dispute Act in a man-
ner where the employers will be empowered to hire and fire
the labour at their will; right to dispute raising and grievance
redressal will be put on ban ; the contractors will not be
required to obtain license for supplying labour upto 49 per-
sons and hence will function without any regulation and con-
trol; inspection will be virtually withdrawn and the entire en-
forcement machinery is put under freeze –making whatever
law is in vogue and basic rights of the workers on wages,
compensation, safety etc absolutely meaningless. Not only
that, the employers were also exempted from payment of
Rs 80/- per labourer to Madhya Pradesh Labour Welfare
Board. The Shop and Establishment Act is amended to let
the shops function from 6 am to 12 at night that means 18
hours at a go by MP government. “ “Gujarat government
has also taken this illegal decision of increasing working hours
from 8 to 12 hrs and also desires to go the UP government
way to suspend several laws for 1200 days. The Govts of
Assam and Tripura and several others have been actively
preparing to take the same route. “ “This retrograde anti-
worker move came in the second stage after 8 state
governments(Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Odisha,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Bihar and Punjab) have enhanced
the daily working hours from eight hours to 12 hours through
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The union and the state governments must bring  Status Quo on Supreme
Court verdict dismissing G.O.No.3!

Policies and schemes avert us
Busses ad trains desert us
We are nuisance to govts’ pride
We are nonsense the nation wide

Workplaces throw us,
Houses vacate us“Police beat us,
Army barricade us
No space to step in, no place to live in
So do we walk, so do we walk

We journey towards our home
There will be no work, no food, and no life
But we belong there, our soul is there
We came to live, and we leave to die.
We are the labour, we own no property
We are the hands and legs, we are the poverty
We build, we weigh, we stitch, we carry,
We climb, we clamber, we roll, we bury
We are the labour“We build the nation.

WE BUILD THE NATION

NVS

executive order in violation of the Factories Act, taking ad-
vantage of the lockdown situation.“ “These draconian mea-
sures are not only to facilitate more brutal and cruel exploi-
tation of workers without their rights for collective bargain-
ing , dispute over proper wages, safety at work place and
guarantee  of social security etc, but also to throw them in to
conditions of slavery, in the interests of more profiteering
despite continuing economic slowdown. Women and vul-
nerable sections will be more exploited in terms of forced
labour. “ “ All this means that the workers are to be used as
bonded labour without any rights for sheer exploitation in
the interest of capital without any guarantee of wages, safety
and healthcare, social security and above all human dignity
only to benefit those who maximize their profits on the blood
and sweat of workers. This is against the basic tenets of
human rights.“ “Indian working class is sought to be pushed
back into British Era. The trade union movement cannot
accept such nefarious design lying down and resolves to fight
back unitedly with all their might with determination to de-
feat the anti worker anti people policies, of which these are
a part. We have to mount resistance against such design of
imposing slavery through countrywide struggle in the days to
come.  “ “The CTUs note with satisfaction that already pro-
tests have been organized jointly by the workers and trade
unions against such brutal and draconian anti-people and
anti-worker measures in numerous states and industries, re-
flecting the fighting mood of the working people. “In this
background, to begin with, the joint platform of Central Trade
Unions has decided to observe nationwide protest day against
the anti worker and anti people onslaughts of the govern-
ment on 22nd May 2020. The national level leaders of the
trade unions would organize day long hunger strike at Gandhi
Samadhi, Rajghat,  Delhi.  Simultaneous protest actions
would be jointly organized in all the states. There will be
lakhs of petitions from the unions and members to the Govt.
then onwards.The demands include, immediate relief to
stranded workers for safe reaching to their homes, food to
be made available to all, universal coverage of Ration distri-
bution, ensure wages to all of the lock down period, cash
transfer to all unorganized labour force(registered or unreg-
istered or self employed), withdraw DA freeze to central
government employees & CPSEs and DR freeze to pen-
sioners, stop surrendering of live sanctioned posts.“ “ In the
meanwhile the state wise and sector wise issue based ongo-
ing actions have to be intensified and with the determination
and perspective of heightening the united struggle to halt the
retrograde policies of trampling the hard won labour rights

by the Govt through nationwide strike action in the days to
come.“ “The CTUs have also decided to send joint repre-
sentation to ILO in regard to the violations being committed
by Govt of India in regard to all the international commit-
ments on labour standards and human rights. “ “The Joint
Platform of Central Trade Unions and Federations calls upon
to make the programme of Nationwide Protest day a mas-
sive success throughout the country while maintaining the
norms of physical distancing and also upholding social soli-
darity.

INTUC,AITUC,HMS,CITU,AIUTUC,TUCC
SEWA,AICCTU,LPF,UTUC

And the Federations and “Associations of various sectors
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Even as net-
work television keeps
showing us images of
looting and burning of
American cities –
some of which occurring within walking distance of where I
live – the words that keep coming back to me are: “I can’t
breathe.” We saw those words on the placards during pro-
test marches and rallies everywhere. But this won’t be the
first time we would be hearing these words. We all heard in
in 2014. In fact, a good eleven times on a side-walk in New
York as Eric Garner cried for his life, even as it was being
snuffed out from him by the chokehold of a policeman, in
broad daylight and in full view of the camera.

In 2020, it was George Floyd who was the victim.
Derek Chauvin, a police officer with the Minnesota Police,
in a most unconcerned and arrogant manner, asphyxiated a
handcuffed Floyd to death – again in broad daylight and in
full view of the camera. Over eight agonisingly long minutes,
Chauvin pressed his knee down on the neck of the victim,
who was lying face down on the concrete, all the while his
hands tucked casually in his trouser-pocket. In slow-mo-
tion, as it were, a life was squeezed out, despite no resis-
tance or threat from the victim, despite repeated cries of “I
can’t breathe”, and despite warnings and pleadings by sev-
eral passers-by. All the while, three other police officers
watched the charade with equal disdain for human life. Nei-
ther did they try to stop their partner, nor resuscitate the
victim, nor heed to cries for help. Even after George Floyd
had died, the police officer did not move his knee away.

Despite clear-cut evidence, neither officer Chauvin
nor his partners were arrested immediately. Not even the
fact that there were already 18 previous complaints against
him made a difference. It is only the outrage on the streets
that forced the authorities to eventually arrest him, although
Chauvin was charged with a lesser crime of third degree
murder. His partners are yet to be arrested.

No police officer was ever charged in the prohib-
ited chokehold death of Eric Garner in 2014. In fact, only
last year, the final decision of not prosecuting the offending
police officer was taken. It was a decision that came from

the highest
level of law
and order
machinery –
the head of

the US Justice system, attorney general William Barr. This
act assumes new significance in light of the fact that cur-
rently, several media outlets and President Donald Trump
himself are trying to pass the death of George Floyd off as a
case of a “few bad apples”.

But are the deaths of George Lloyd or Eric Garner
isolated incidents? The current incident comes close on the
heels of the shooting deaths of Ahmaud Arbery in Georgia
and Breonna Talyor in Kentucky. The former was shot while
jogging by an ex-cop, and the latter by police in her own
home. The Arbery case exhibited yet another case of blatant
police bias, where the police initially refused to arrest the
perpetrators and called the victim a burglar.

The police has been at odds with Black America
ever since its inception. The justice system is heavily skewed
against the community. As Paul Butler writes in The Guard-
ian: “The police kill, wound, pepper spray, beat up, detain,
frisk, handcuff, and use dogs against Blacks in circumstances
in which they do not do the same to white people.”In fact,
death at the hands of police remains a leading cause of death
for young men in the US. According to one study, almost
one in thousand black men are killed in an encounter with
the police – almost three times the rate of white men. There
were only 27 days in 2019 when police did not kill someone
in the US. It is no wonder that only 14% of blacks have any
significant confidence in police.

People run as police disperse demonstrators during
a protest amid nationwide unrest following the death in Min-
neapolis police custody of George Floyd, in Washington,
US, May 31, 2020.
The long history of police brutality

With cameras having become near ubiquitous in the
last couple of decades, it’s no longer easy for cases of po-
lice misconduct to remain in obscurity. Multiple instances of
lethal use of force by police against the unarmed have come
to light. What the black community knew anecdotally for

What does it say of a society whose overwhelming concern
remains one of protection of property, when a man has
been so savagely murdered, that too by an organisation

whose motto is to “protect and serve”?
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themselves, has now become part of a broader popular con-
sciousness. As a result, the names like Michael Brown,
Freddie Gray, Sandra Bland, Trayvon Martin, Oscar Grant,
Walter Scott, Tony Robinson, Tamir Rice, Laquan
McDonald, Alton Sterling, Antwon Rose II, Anthony Hill –
are no longer unknown. The list is truly endless. Yet justice
has remained stubbornly elusive. Between 2013-19, an over-
whelming 99% of police killings have led to no criminal pro-
ceedings against the police. And even when a police officer
is charged with a crime, the conviction rate remains abys-
mally low.

But police brutality is not the only issue. The black
community suffers every day from a thousand cuts. The re-
cent case of a false accusation by a white woman against an
African-American bird-watcher in a liberal city like New
York shows the pitfalls of “living-while-black” in America.
So pervasive is the prejudice that there is often an unstated
presumption of a black man being inherently violent. As Joy-
Ann Reid writes: “To be White in America is to assume
ownership of public spaces. To be Black is to live under
constant threat of removal”.

The other face of this everyday humiliation is the
economic disparity. Black workers get paid less, have worse
jobs, suffer more unemployment and the racial wealth gap
continues to grow. Black communities have far less access
to social services, including access to health and education.
Even the coronavirus pandemic highlighted the racial divide:
blacks died at a rate almost three times higher than the whites.
Against this backdrop of simmering discontent came the
ghastly and despicable death of George Floyd. The rage
and outrage spilled out on the streets like fire. The place
where Floyd met his death became hallowed ground. The
third police precinct of Minnesota, which the four perpetra-
tors belonged to, was set on fire. Authorities declared cur-
few, but on the first night, it is the protesters that remained
on the streets, while the police retreated.

Street protests spread all over the US, spanning over
140 cities – from peaceful marches and rallies to the de-
struction of police vehicles and statues, as well as arson and
looting. While the latter has gained more television traction,
a far greater number of people – of all hues and views –
participated in these marches. In many places, protesters
took the knee – a pose made controversially popular by
NFL quarterback Colin Kaepernick, who took a knee dur-
ing the singing of National Anthem to protest police brutality.
In other places, people lay face down on the ground, mim-
icking the position in which George Floyd lost his life, chant-
ing “I can’t breathe.”

The demands of these rallies remained uniform across
cities and gatherings – justice for George Floyd, arrest of
the police officers and punishment, halt to illegal police ac-
tions, diverting funds from law enforcement to social pro-
grams. A common refrain has been no justice no peace. Not
since 1968 have we witnessed this widespread an expres-
sion of rage and fury on American streets.

Justice and order
Without doubt, the general chaos has provided ample

opportunities to vandalise and loot stores and businesses.
While it is easy to blame the poor and vulnerable for these
acts, one certainly does not rule out possible involvements
of agent provocateurs (something that is nothing new). But,
in this case, apart from the usual suspects, even white su-
premacists and the police appear to have had a hand in the
arson and vandalism. At any rate, no matter how we view
these acts, it is difficult to overlook the dictum of celebrated
19th century French sociologist Emile Durkheim: when so-
ciety normalises injustice, criminality is the response. The
chaos that we are witnessing today is a grim reminder of
what happens when those who are supposed to defend the
rights of people, violate precisely those rights with impunity
and contempt. This is a feature, not just of the US, but of
many countries in the world.

An Atlanta Police car burns as people protest against
the death in Minneapolis police custody of African-Ameri-
can man George Floyd, near CNN Center in Atlanta, Geor-
gia, US May 29, 2020. Photo: REUTERS/Dustin Cham-
bers

Even before President Trump condoled George
Floyd’s family, he had called the protesters “thugs” and had
tweeted “when the looting begins, the shooting begins”. Apart
from its association with a segregationist police chief from
the 1960s and police brutality, this phrase also highlights the
bankruptcy of our times. What does it say of a society whose
overwhelming concern remains one of protection of prop-
erty, when a man has been so savagely murdered, that too
by an organisation whose motto is to “protect and serve”?
Property can be replaced. Human life cannot.

Incidentally, the dispute that led to the death of
George Floyd was over a supposedly fake 20 dollar bill.
And, in the middle of the devastation caused by COVID-
19, while most Americans struggled to access healthcare
and food, and over 40 million workers filed for unemploy-
ment (some 25% of the workforce), the wealth of US bil-
lionaires went up by over $400 billion. Looting is indeed a
word full of irony. (.......Continued in 10th Page )
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“There is fire in the ducts. The system is failing.”

Varavara Rao HighlightsFirst, we have to see what
exact charge against Varavara Rao was? Nothing so far.
Whether there is any complaint against him? No. Whether
first FIR mentions his name? First, we have to see what ex-
act charge against Varavara Rao was? Nothing so far.
Whether there is any complaint against him? No. Whether
first FIR mentions his name? No. At least second FIR deals
with any complaint against him? No. First FIR filed on Janu-
ary 2, a day after the actual Bhima Koregaon violence (riot-
ing, vandalism and murder), in which the actual perpetra-
tors, Shambhaji Bhide and Milind Ekbote, were named.
Second FIR filed on January 8 as an afterthought, in which
the violence was linked to Elgar Parishad meeting in Pune
on December Also Read - Multiple FIRs will muzzle free
speech31, 2017. It was claimed by police that during raids
they have seized a letter which reportedly reads, "During the
past few months, we have got good publicity thanks to guid-
ance provided by senior comrade Varavara Rao and our
legal consultant Surendra Gadling in various activities." For
this reference by someone to some other, Varavara Rao was
arrested on August 28, 2018. The prosecutor told the Pune
court that the "anti-fascist front" had also started negotiating
with an arms dealer based in Nepal. In fact, the police leaked
three letters, two in English and one in Hindi and the Hindi
letter alone mentions Varavara Rao's name and there is noth-
ing about Modi in that letter. In an English letter the Modi
affair was mentioned but it doesn't contain Varavara Rao's
name. Also Read - Bhima Koregaon: T'gana Democratic
Forum protest against arrest of Varavara Rao When vio-
lence broke out in Bhima Koregaon, the complaint was
against some right wing leaders on communal lines. Two lead-
ers were arrested at the special intervention of Supreme
Court. Then a Committee consisting of former army men
claimed to have done some investigation and discovered that
the violence was not caused by right wing leaders but by left
wing rights activists. Also Read - Tension at Varavara Rao’s
house amidst his arrest news This author and former Central
Information Commissioner Shailesh Gandhi made an appeal
to Maharashtra Chief Minister to release him. Absolute lack

of evidence The Pune Police and State Investigation Teams
have investigated this case for around 16 weeks and could
not collect even an iota of evidence to prove the wild charge
that this 80-year-old man from Hyderabad has conspired/
attempted to murder Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Also
Read - Supreme Court to give judgment on release of 5
activists arrested in Bhima-Koregaon violence The
Maharashtra Government based on the investigation stated
that there was no evidence against Varavara Rao and others
in this case and also declared that very soon they would
close the file. But, at that time, suddenly the National Inves-
tigation Authority( NIA) has taken over the investigation into
its hands and again stalled the release of Varavara Rao on
bail. So far, no progress in investigation against Varavara
Rao is reported by NIA also. Constitutional position The
subject of 'Law and order' is in the State List as per the
distribution of powers under Indian Constitution, which can-
not be taken away by the Centre without any such request
from the State or by the Court. The usurping of the case will
also mean usurping of the power of the State, which is against
the equal sovereignty of States and thus violates federalism.
Constitutionally and practically speaking the state of
Maharashtra is more eligible and equipped to deal with this
localcase, rather than any central investigation agency.Legal
position It is a well-established principal of criminal justice
that the accused shall be resumed innocent until the charge is
proved beyond reasonable doubt. Because of lack of evi-
dence, Varavara Rao has every right to be acquitted as not
guilty. Only awaited legal formality is the final judgment of
acquittal by court. The length of waiting for final judgment is
not known. The burden of proof of his guilt is totally on the
shoulders of state, which has every authority to discharge
when truth of his non-involvement in such alleged attempt
was established. The State police tried its best in probing
the allegations but what can anybody do when the allegation
was not true and because of that any amount of investigation
may not yield any piece of evidence. In such an event,
Varavara Rao deserves at least release on bail, on the above-
mentioned strength of legal position. Factual position
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Varavara Rao, at this advanced age of 80s, with several
health issues, living in Hyderabad with family (wife and three
daughters), with his most honest history as a simple teacher,
journalist (Editor of Srijana, monthly literary magazine in
Telugu) and poet cannot be expected to jump the bail, which
should have been the strong ground for granting bail. This is
the factual position that entitles him to be released on bail.
Humanitarian position Not the least, the humanitarian posi-
tion demands his release. Before he wastaken into judicial
custody, Varavara Rao was suffering from multiple diseases
like piles, thyroid issue, prostate gland enlargement, coro-
nary artery issue, acidity and migraine synesis etc. Recently
he developed some more health problems in prison. It is
reported that Varavara Rao fell ill on May 29 and shifted to
JJ Hospital from Taloja jail in Maharashtra, which shocked
his near and dear. The family members were in darkness
about his illhealth until the JJ Hospital released a bulletin that
his vitals are normally functional. His health condition should
be taken into be considered and the state should kindly al-
low the veteran poet to spend his rest of life with his sev-
enty-twoyear- old life partner and daughters n peace on these
humanitarian grounds. Covid- 19 condition The Supreme
Court recently directed release of convicted and under-trial
detainees to contain the coronavirus spread by deconges-
tion of prisons. It is unfortunate that either Covid-19 crisis,
or Supreme Court's direction did not come to his rescue.
Several thousands of prisoners were given either parole or
bail to go out of prison, from dozens of jails in India in last
two months, though some of them were charged with of-
fences for which seven years of imprisonment could be im-
posed on proof of guilt. There are already 3600 inmates in
Taloja prison, which has capacity of just 2100, including
Varavara Rao, who because of advanced age and ill health
more vulnerable to get infected by Covid- 19. In addition,
he is being given just one bucket of water per day, which
can hardly be enough to keep himself hygienic, which aggra-
vates the risk of Coronavirus attack. At least for preventing
the corona infection, Varavara Rao should have been re-
leased in addition to the fact that there was no evidence
against him. Instead, the Covid crisis was used to harm the
life of this prisoner. He was denied daily newspapers, video
conferences with wife were stopped, water allocation re-
duced, mulakats cancelled and information was blocked.
Information issues The family members are not given com-
plete information about Varavara Rao's medical condition.

From February 29 to March 22 he was allowed to talk to
his wife once in a week for two minutes after three weeks.
His wife Hemalatha could talk to him for just six minutes in
all in three weeks that would hardly suffice to enquire about
his family, and there was no scope to talk about him. Family
continues to be anxious about his health eternally waiting for
satisfactory information. The Chikkadpally Police station in
Hyderabad called his wife on May 29th night and gave just
one sentence of information that he was shifted to JJ Hospi-
tal. Through one friend of a co-prisoner, Varavara Rao's
brother- inlaw N Venugopal, a journalist, could find that his
body was swollen and that he fell unconscious on May 28.
Very fact that he was taken to JJ Hospital suggests his con-
dition was serious, otherwise he would have continued un-
der care of Taloja prison's medical team only. All these fac-
tors further increased the anxiety of wife and daughters, and
no reliable details being made available from any quarter.
Non- submission of medical report The Magistrate who is
hearing the case is seeking medical report about Varavara
Rao, since several adjournments. When the Court was hear-
ing bail petition on 29th the medical team was attending un-
conscious Varavara Rao. But medical report was not sub-
mitted to the court. The court adjourned case again for medi-
cal report to 2nd June. We request your good self to instruct
the concerned to provide complete details of his health sta-
tus to the Court, which might facilitate court to grant bail to
him. Hence, it is appealed to Maharashtra CM to a) AC-
QUIT Varavara Rao; or if they cannot complete the trial
speedily b) RELEASE him on Bail immediately, and do not
oppose his bail; till then c) SHIFT him to Hyderabad hospi-
tal; if not, d) PERMIT the family to travel across state and
visit him in hospital, or e) FACILITATE Video Conferencing
with wife and daughters, and f ) DISCLOSE complete de-
tails of his medical conditions, diagnostic reports. g) SHARE
certified copies of entire file relating to investigation of case,
available with police headquarters of Mumbai or with State
Home Minister, and the file with file notes of handing over
file to NIA, Ministry of Home Affairs, Union of India, within
48 hours as this information is concerned with life and liberty
of Varavara Rao.h) PROVIDE medical status report of
Varavara Rao to the court on June 2, to secure the bail.
Varavarao deserves an immediate release on legal, evidence
and humanitarian grounds. Hope better sense will prevail.
(The writer is former Central Information Commissioner and
Professor at Bennett University).
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Can't breathe
We can't breathe
Can't breathe
We can't breathe
Your iron heel crushing on our throats
Eyes are bulging, Head is bursting
Blood of blacks is splattering
When killing them brutally
Can't breathe
We can't breathe
Can't breathe
We can't breathe
Hundreds of years of their bigotry
Attacking like Street dogs
Assaulting, groping and vomiting abuses
When forcefully piercing modesty
Can't breathe
We can't breathe
Can't breathe
We can't breathe
Whatever your wisdom.. Whatever your status..
Is racial discrimination an inescapable punishment?
Is power meant for whites?
Is indignity meant for blacks?
Can't breathe
We can't breathe
Can't breathe
We can't breathe
Chasing and hunting them down
Brought them on ships
Slates in their necks and shackles on their bodies
When selling them as cattle in markets
Can't breathe
We can't breathe
Can't breathe
We can't breathe
They became slaves in plantations
They increased wealth by growing cotton
They became capital for America
When they became signs of disgust
Can't breathe
We can't breathe
Can't breathe

We can't breathe
How long the slavery will survive?
The people surged like waves
For equality and liberty
When they killed our God who dreamt for us
Can't breathe
We can't breathe
Can't breathe
We can't breathe
Won't breathe now
You won't breathe now
Won't breathe now
You won't breathe now
Wherever there is injustice
Is a threat to justice
Splitting darkness and spreading light
When the whole continent is burning with rage
Won't breathe now
You won't breathe now
Won't breathe now
You won't breathe now
Enough what you told.. Enough what you did..
When we say equality is our breath
Whitehouse is suffering with deafness
When we say mob route is our language
Won't breathe now
You won't breathe now
Won't breathe now
You won't breathe now
Darkness cannot drive out darkness
Light is the only way
Hate cannot drive out hate
When we say love is the only way
Won't breathe now
You won't breathe now
Won't breathe now
You won't breathe now

We can't breathe
Written by Shakti (02/06/2020)

(Dedicated to George Floyd and Martin King)
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